WISCASSET BOARD OF SELECTMEN,
BOARD OF ASSESSORS AND OVERSEERS OF THE POOR

FEBRUARY 3, 2015











Tape recorded meeting

Present:
Bill Barnes, Chair Pam Dunning, Tim Merry, Vice Chair Ben Rines, Jr., Jeff Slack and Town Manager Marian Anderson

1.  Call to Order

Chair Pam Dunning called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.

2.  Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States

Ben Rines, Jr., moved that when the board adjourns, it adjourns in honor and recognition of the town’s upcoming 255th anniversary. Vote 5-0-0.

3.  Approval of Minutes
Tim Merry moved to approve the minutes of January 20, 2015. Vote 5-0-0.

4.  Approval of Treasurer’s Warrants
A.  Payroll Warrants:  Jeff Slack moved to approve the Payroll Warrants of January 23 and January 30, 2015.  Vote 5-0-0.

B.  Accounts Payable Warrants:  Ben Rines moved to approve the Accounts Payable Warrants of January 27 and February 3, 2015.  Vote 5-0-0.

Ben Rines moved to move New Business 12B to the next spot on the agenda. Vote 5-0-0.  

12. New Business

B.  Wiscasset Ambulance/EMS Update:  The Tideview Group will provide an overview of the scope of their services:  Michael Pardue said The Tideview Group was involved in assessing operations and management of all aspects of public service; and its primary focus was EMS, Fire and Police Services.  Following a survey completed by members of the various services, personnel, equipment, technology, facilities and policies and procedures will be examined and recommendations for improvement will be made.  A 30- to 60-day timeline is anticipated.  Andy Turcotte said the survey would address the work environment, training, organization, supervision, goals, apparatus, and employees’ views.
Ben Rines moved to take 12D next.  Vote 5-0-0.

D.  Maine Yankee Update:  Eric Howes, Public & Government Affairs Director, Maine Yankee:  Howes gave an informational briefing before the board’s visit to Maine Yankee in the spring.  Maine Yankee operated for 24 years before it was decommissioned in 1997.  The spent nuclear fuel, a responsibility of the federal government, should have been removed in 1998 but remains at the site because of an impasse in the House and Senate.   Inasmuch as the estimated closure of MY is 2048, a pilot program for consolidated interim storage for Maine Yankee, Connecticut Yankee, Yankee Rowe and Vermont Yankee is being discussed.  Howes described the 60 casks that are on site and said that when they are removed they would travel by rail, truck or barge.  In response to Pam Dunning’s suggestion that Maine Yankee store nuclear waste from other plants as a source of income, Howes said that Maine Yankee is not licensed to store additional waste and it would take state and federal approval to do so.  At the recommendation of Ben Rines, Jr., the Town Manager in consultation with Maine Yankee will draft a letter to Maine’s congressional delegation addressing the above issues. 
Steve Mehrl asked how much annual revenue was received in taxes from Maine Yankee and how that revenue would be replaced when Maine Yankee leaves.  He said that in his opinion the risk of having Maine Yankee in town was acceptable.  Ben Rines, Jr., and Bill Barnes disagreed.

5.  Approval of Abatements and Supplemental:  None

6.  Special Presentations or Awards:  None

7.  Appointments:  None

8.  Resignations:  None

9.  Public Comment:  None

10.  Department Head or Committee Chair Report

A.  Update on Wiscasset Recreation Center Roof project:  At the last Town Meeting $150,000 was approved for roof overlay.  Since that time the Town Manager has consulted with the roof manufacturer and consultants, both of whom did not recommended an overlay.  They have been asked to assist the town in formulation of bid documents for their recommendation.  Anderson will provide further information as soon as it is available. 
B.  Update on Gardiner Pond Project:  Marian Anderson reported that the appraisal of the Gardiner Pond property was complete; an offer was presented to the owners who refused to sell at that price.  

Bill Barnes moved to not move forward on the Gardiner Pond project.  Vote 3-2-0.  (Slack and Merry opposed.)
11.  Unfinished Business

A.  The Wiscasset Area Chamber of Commerce annual dinner will be held Thursday, February 5 at 5:30 p.m.  No selectman indicated plans to attend.
12.  New Business

C.  School Department Update:  No representative was present.

E. Property Tax Assessment Services - Opening of bid proposals:  The following bids were received:

RJD Appraisal, Pittsfield


$59,090 to $68,420

Hamlin Associates, Parkman

$70,200 for three years at $23,400/yr.

The Town Manager will review the bids and report to the selectmen at the next meeting.

F.  Cemetery Committee request for repurchase policy:  Don Jones, Chair of Cemetery Committee, presented a policy recommended by the committee for repurchase and ownership of burial lots in the Wiscasset public cemeteries.  He said it would be advantageous for the town to control sales of lots in order to keep track of ownership.  The chairman said the matter would be considered by the board before the March 3 meeting.
13.  Town Manager’s Report

In an update on Rumerill Road spelling, Marian Anderson said she had sent letters to the residents of the road regarding changing the spelling to Rumrill and the need for them, if the change is made, to notify the post office and others of the address change.  She has had no response to date.  If the board decided to change the spelling, it would have to notify the post office, 911, and the property owners.
14.  Adjournment

Jeff Slack moved to adjourn remembering that on February 13 the Town of Wiscasset will be 255 years old.  Vote 5-0-0.

