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WISCASSET  ORDINANCE  REVIEW  COMMITTEE
July 25, 2016

Present:
Gordon Kontrath, Jackie Lowell, Karl Olson, Jason Putnam and Town Planner Ben Averill
1.  Call to Order

Chairman Karl Olson called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m.
2.  Approve June 13, 2016 minutes
Jason Putnam moved to accept the minutes of June 13, 2016.  Vote 4-0-0.
3.  Update on Shoreland Zoning Ordinance
Ben Averill will be bringing further changes in the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance to the committee at the next meeting.  The revised State Timber Harvesting act will also be brought to the committee on August 8.  
4.  Update to definitions  

A revised Definitions section was distributed. Garbage and Rubbish definitions were included:  Garbage is food waste, Rubbish is all non-food waste.  Hazard Tree will be added to the definitions.  The wording of Coastal Wetlands has been changed.  Jackie Lowell moved to change the definition of Coastal Wetlands to “All areas below the highest annual tide level as published by the Maine DEP are coastal wetlands.”  Vote 4-0-0.    

5.  Solar panels within the historic district

The committee discussed possible use classifications for solar panels; Essential Services or Public Utility Installation were suggested; however, it was unclear whether solar panels could be considered “public.”  It was the consensus of the committee to consult an attorney.

Ben Averill suggested the ORC may want to meet in a workshop with the Historic Preservation Commission rather than working on the certificate of appropriateness section in the ordinance separately.   The Sign Ordinance will also be reviewed by the Historic Preservation Commission as it applies to the sign section in the Certificate of Appropriateness.  Any comments the commission has will be brought to the ORC at the next meeting.  
6.  Other Business

Gordon Kontrath pointed out that the definition of Historic Structure omits those structures that are in the town’s historic district but are not determined by the Secretary of the Interior to be historic.  It was suggested that a third definition be added to clarify that structures within the town’s historic district should also be considered historic.  There are currently three applications for certificates of appropriateness before the Historic Preservation Commission.  
7.  Adjournment

Jason Putnam moved to adjourn at 6:55 p.m.  Vote 4-0-0.
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