WISCASSET BOARD OF SELECTMEN

DECEMBER 29, 2009










(tape recorded meeting)

Present:
Chairman Bob Blagden, Bill Curtis, Vice Chairman Phil DiVece, Pam Dunning, 


Bob Fairfield and Town Manager Arthur Faucher

1.  Call to Order

The chairman called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.

2.  Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America

3.  Approve minutes of December 15, 2009

Pam Dunning moved to approve the minutes of December 15, 2009.  Vote 5-0-0.

Bill Curtis moved to go directly to item eight.  Vote 5-0-0.  Bob Blagden moved to go into executive session under the provisions of Title 1, Maine Revised Statutes, Section 405 (6)(E) for the purpose of consultation between the Wiscasset Board of Selectmen and its attorney concerning the Board’s legal rights and duties.  Vote 5-0-0.  The board entered executive session at 7:05 p.m. and exited at 8 p.m.

Bob Blagden moved to schedule a disciplinary hearing with the Town Manager on January 12 at 7 p.m. subject to Attorney Lowe’s availability.  Vote 4-1-0 (Fairfield opposed).

4.  Citizen Comment - none

Bill Curtis moved to take up Item 6 before Item 5.  Vote 5-0-0.

6.  Lt. John Allen:  Police Department water damage update

Lt. Allen described the extensive damage to the police department created when a hot water pipe had burst on December 19.  Servpro, contacted by the insurance company, brought dehumidifiers and took out damaged insulation and ceiling tiles.  The power was turned off and electronic equipment (computer, copier, scanner) was lost.  A local contractor was contacted who recommended removing the bottom four feet of the walls and advised moving the department out of the building, as mildew was evident.  Insurance will pay for moving the police department to another location and moving it back when repairs are completed.

Allen said the only suitable location he knew of for the police department to move to was the office of the former superintendent of schools.  Bill Curtis said the adjuster needed to know the next day where the department would be moving to and whether the walls should be replaced floor to ceiling or just the lower four feet.  If the walls are replaced from floor to ceiling, the drop ceiling will also have to be replaced, and if code violations are discovered, they will have to be corrected, but may not be paid for by insurance.  Servpro will assist with specifications for the bid package if requested by the insurance adjuster.  Pam Dunning moved to have the police department move to the former superintendent’s office until such time as the police department can be repaired.  Vote 5-0-0.

Because the extent of the damage was unknown, Bob Blagden recommended removing the bottom four feet of the wall to see how much was wet and delaying a decision on removing all or part of the walls until the scope of the damage is known.

5.  Cromwell Coastal Properties:  Second Rental Agreement on Superintendent’s Building

Phil DiVece moved to dismiss action on Cromwell Coastal Properties handling the rental of the former superintendent’s building in view of the fact that it is now going to be used by the Wiscasset Police Department.  Vote 5-0-0.

7.  Other Business

Phil DiVece moved that the board appoint Constance Schumann to the budget committee for this year’s budget cycle until the position can be filled at the June annual election.  Vote 5-0-0.

Phil DiVece moved to appoint Debra Pooler to the planning board to fill the vacancy left by Jill Lorom, the term to expire in June 2011.  Vote 5-0-0.  

The auditor has completed the school audit.  Bob Blagden recommended that, in lieu of inviting the auditor to a selectmen’s meeting, the budget committee schedule a workshop with the auditor and the selectmen.  Steve Mehrl, chair of the budget committee, will set up the meeting with the auditor.

The board will consider abatement requests on January 19, 2010.

9.  Adjourn

At 8:40 p.m. Phil DiVece moved to adjourn.  Vote 5-0-0.
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