WISCASSET BOARD OF SELECTMEN

JANUARY 12, 2010










(tape recorded meeting)

Present:
Chairman Bob Blagden, Bill Curtis, Vice Chairman Phil DiVece, Pam Dunning, 


Bob Fairfield and Interim Town Manager Sue Varney

1.  Call to Order

The chairman called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.

2.  Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America

3.  Approve minutes of January 5, 2010

Pam Dunning moved to approve the minutes of January 5, 2010.  Vote 5-0-0.

The chairman introduced Sue Varney as Interim Town Manager.

4.  Citizen Comment - None

5.  Executive Session

Bob Blagden moved to go into executive session pursuant to Title I, MRSA Section 405(6)(A) for the purpose of conducting a disciplinary hearing, the session to include the Town’s attorney, the employee, the employee’s representative, the Town’s investigator attorney Peter Lowe and any appropriate witnesses.  Vote 5-0-0.  The board went into executive session at 7:02 p.m. and exited at 8: 55 p.m.  Bob Blagden moved to table the executive session one week until the next meeting.  Vote 5-0-0.

6.  Don Gerrish:  Discussion on Interim Town Manager

Don Gerrish, former Brunswick Town Manager, briefly described his 37 years in municipal government.  He said he would be willing to help Wiscasset on a part-time basis as interim town manager and would assist in the search for a new town manager.  In response to the chairman’s question, he estimated it would take Wiscasset three to four months to hire a town manager, considering development of a job description, advertising for four weeks, interviewing, background checks and availability of candidate.  Advised that the town was in the process of changing to gross budgeting, Gerrish said that he was in favor of gross budgeting and was very familiar with it.  Bob Blagden moved to request that Don Gerrish meet with Sue Varney and work out details.  Gerrish offered to prepare a contract for the board to review together with the proposed salary for a three-day per week position before the board makes a decision.  Vote 5-0-0.

6.  Sign RSU Warrant for 1/26/2010 election

Bob Blagden moved to sign the RSU warrant.  Vote 5-0-0.

Sue Varney reported that she had appointed Patty Bridgham and Zoe Bigley as ballot clerks for the 1/26/2010 election.

7.  Recommended Appointments

Bob Blagden moved to appoint Steve Wallace as Wiscasset Town Representative to the LCTV Board of Directors and Paul Foley to the ORC Committee.  Vote 5-0-0.  

Sue Varney reported that Dick Lutes had resigned from the Waterfront Committee and that Rick Lang had been appointed as Health Officer.

8.  CMP Pole Permit Application

Phil DiVece moved to sign the CMP Pole Permit on Gibbs Road.  Vote 5-0-0.

9.  Rick Lang:  Discussion regarding Police Department damage bid

Lang said Jim Bishop, the insurance adjustor, had given permission for the town to go out to bid on the repair of the water damage at the police station.  Accordingly, Lang will send bid packages and a cover letter to the three local contractors who had requested to be on the contractor list. Bill Curtis questioned the use of public advertising for the project and was told it was only going to those on the list. The extent of the work to be done and how much would be covered by insurance was discussed.  The chairman asked Lang to send out the bid packages and the board would open the bids at the next meeting.  The low bid will then be discussed with the insurance adjustor  

10.  Other Business

Bob Blagden moved to go into executive session pursuant to Title 1, Section 405 (6) (E) for the purpose of consultation between the Wiscasset Board of Selectmen and its attorney concerning the board’s legal rights and duties.  Vote 5-0-0.  The board went into executive session at 9:25 p.m. and exited at 9:47 p.m. Pam Dunning moved to authorize the chairman to accept and sign the separation agreement when it is signed and returned from Arthur Faucher.  Vote 5-0-0.  

11.  Adjourn

Phil DiVece moved to adjourn.  Vote 5-0-0.
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