WISCASSET BOARD OF SELECTMEN

FEBRUARY 2, 2010

  







(Tape recorded meeting)

Present:
Chairman Bob Blagden, Bill Curtis, Vice Chairman Phil DiVece, Pam Dunning 



and substitute interim town manager Sue Varney

Absent:

Bob Fairfield

1.  Call to Order

The chairman called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.

2.  Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America

3.  Approve minutes of January 26, 2010

Pam Dunning moved to approve the minutes of the January 26, 2010 meeting.  Vote 4-0-0.  Phil DiVece requested that the information on the clam-flats given at the last meeting be attached to the minutes.  

4.  Citizen Comment - none

5.  250th Winter Celebration Invitation:  Becky Applin

Becky Applin presented invitations to the board members to the kickoff of the 250th celebration, complete with cannons and fireworks, at 9 a.m. on February 13 at the Wiscasset Community Center.  Alna and Dresden officials have also been invited.  The original proclamation of the town’s founding will be read.  A list of activities was also given to the selectmen.  Applin said the committee would welcome volunteers and ideas for the 250th celebration throughout the year.  Events are planned for February, March, June and August.

6.  Update of Army Corps of Engineers Bypass Review:  Don Jones

Donald Jones, chairman of the Wiscasset Transportation Committee, gave a brief chronology of the bypass from 1955 to the present.  Three routes are being considered:  the northern route or N2A, which crosses the river above the railroad bridge; N2F, which crosses below the railroad bridge; and N8C, the most southerly or long bridge route.  The most recent study of the bypass, which has been ongoing for the past ten years, involved the Midcoast Bypass Task Force.  One of two results of the task force was that a connecting road between Routes 218 and 27 would be built which would connect to an interchange on the bypass.  The other result was that N2A was by default acceptable to both Edgecomb and Wiscasset, the other two routes being unacceptable to one or the other of the two towns.  MDOT and the Federal Highway Administration both adopted N2A as the preferred route.

The Army Corps of Engineers, acting under the National Environmental Policy Act, has a legally required role in the selection of the route.  Its role is independent of the other agencies and its concerns are environmental.  N8C seems to be slightly better than the others environmentally, as it uses two acres less of forest, one and one-half acres less of grassland, but it take more marine habitat and shorebird habitat.  Beginning January 19, 2010, the Army Corps of Engineers will receive comments relative to environmental concerns for 30 days.  He urged the selectmen to write a letter to the Army Corps in favor of the route that would be best for Wiscasset, which, in his opinion and that of the transportation committee, would be N2A, also the preferred route adopted by the MDOT and the Federal Highway Administration.

Bill Curtis said he and Don Jones plan to meet to come up with reasons to tip the scales away from the long bridge route, which will be presented to the board at its next meeting.  

In response to Bob Blagden’s question, Don Jones said there was a good chance that the Army Corps of Engineers’ decision would trump the decisions of the other agencies.  He said he hoped the Army Corps would consider the length of discussions on the route and factor in the people’s consensus.  The cost of the three routes is approximately the same, $100 million.  Responding to Phil DiVece’s concern over the loss of residences and businesses and ultimate tax revenues, Don Jones said that both Routes N8C and N2A would take 26 residences; N8C would take 14 businesses and N2A 13 businesses.  The totals include properties in both Wiscasset and Edgecomb.  

Phil DiVece said there were infrastructure needs other than a bypass and this was not a wise investment.  He asked whom the bypass was being built for at $100 million.  He said it would at most save people 15 minutes in their vehicles.  

There was a consensus that the board respond to the Army Corps of Engineers with its preferred route and include among reasons for that decision estimates of the loss of residential and commercial properties and the associated tax revenue.  

In response to Andrew Robinson’s question, Don Jones said he expected that the Army Corps would make a decision in a month or two after the comment period as no public hearing was scheduled.  If its decision agrees with the other agencies, plans can go ahead, but if it disagrees, it is uncertain what will happen next.  Jones said that a road not approved by the Army Corps and Federal Highway Administration cannot be built.  However, if all agencies agree, a special appropriation of money will be needed, which may be spread over three biennial periods.  He guessed construction could begin in ten years, if a route was agreed upon.  

7.  Discussion regarding surplus Ambulance equipment:  Roland Abbott

In Roland Abbott’s absence, Sue Varney said that the Ambulance Service had four portable radios that were no longer useable by the service and asked that they be declared surplus so that they could be sold.  There was a consensus of the board that the radios be held until more surplus items were available to be advertised for bid.

8.  Update on Annual Report

Sue Varney listed the items necessary for completion of the annual report.  She said the auditor is aware that its report is necessary and Lisa Garman has contacted the school superintendent for his report and a list of school salaries.  The state senators have not responded with letters and will not be included.  The dedication and cover photo are being worked on, and editing the content will be done when all items have been received.  

9.  Discussion of first steps in Town Manager’s selection process

Postponed for one week.

10.  Town Manager’s Report

In Don Gerrish’s absence, Sue Varney announced that department budgets would be due on February 12.  Bob Blagden reported that the town manager was not present because he had been delayed by bad weather; he thanked Sue Varney for filling in in his absence.

11.  Other Business

In response to Phil DiVece’s request, Don Jones said he would check on the accuracy of the town clock.

Pam Dunning moved to sign the release deed for Anthony Poore.  Vote 4-0-0.

12.  Adjourn

At 7:55 p.m., Bob Blagden moved to adjourn the meeting.  Vote 4-0-0.
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