WISCASSET BOARD OF SELECTMEN

FEBRUARY 16, 2010




   



(tape recorded meeting)

Present:
Chairman Bob Blagden, Bill Curtis, Vice Chairman Phil DiVece, Pam Dunning, 


Bob Fairfield and substitute interim Town Manager Sue Varney

1.  Call to Order

At the chairman’s request, Vice Chairman Phil DiVece called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.

2.  Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America

3.  Approve minutes of February 9, 2010

Pam Dunning moved to approve the minutes of February 9, 2010.  Vote 4-0-1 (Fairfield abstained).

4.  Citizen Comments

Dan Sortwell, 104 Churchill Street, distributed and read a copy of his letter to Jay Clement, U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, in response to the USACE request for comments on the bypass route.  The letter is attached.

Frank Barnako of Clark’s Point Road distributed the draft of a letter he had written from the selectmen to Jay Clement, USACE, as an alternative to the draft the selectmen were considering.  The letter reiterated the view of the residents of Wiscasset that the no build option, one of the four options that were mentioned in the USACE public notice inviting comments, be selected.  He said any other option would remove about two dozen homes and 13 or 14 businesses and severely affect Wiscasset’s economy.   

Steve Mehrl reported that the February 18 budget committee meeting had been cancelled.  He asked the status of the Town Report and was advised that it is still being worked on.

Clark Jones said the government had set aside $3 billion for nuclear power plants and asked whether anyone in Wiscasset could follow up on that.  Steve Mehrl said that one would have to start by changing the opinion of the State of Maine that opposed nuclear power plants in Maine.  Bill Curtis stated he had been approached twice in the last eighteen months with inquiries related to the condition and status of the Maine Yankee site.

Bob Blagden reported on the 250th anniversary kickoff at the Community Center on February 13 and presented copies of the original document establishing the township of Pownalborough to Sue Varney for the town and to Pam Dunning for the Wiscasset Library.  

Phil DiVece asked that Item 7, the town response to the USACE, be discussed next.

7.  Update of Army Corps of Engineers Bypass Review:  Town Response 

Sue Varney displayed an updated 6/23/09 map showing the human environmental impact of the bypass for the two routes being considered.  

N2A:  Loss of taxes - $249,893.53; Loss of valuation - $17,304,590, Land loss - 967 acres; and 77 lots disrupted.

N8C:  Loss of taxes - $239,360.93; Loss of valuation - $16,595,690; Land loss - 454.33 acres; and 72 lots disturbed.

In response to a question on the subdivision application for Clark’s Point, Town Planner Jeffrey Hinderliter said that the planning board had approved 60 dwelling units and that infrastructure was in place.  Sue Varney said that Route N2A would cut this property in half.   

The board discussed the revised draft of a letter to the Army Corps of Engineers, which the interim town manager had prepared, and suggested various changes such as emphasizing the no build vote of the town.  The board also considered the alternative letter written by Mr. Barnako.  Bill Curtis reiterated his experiences with federal regulators, especially environmental.  He said you have to stay focused on their request or they will not honor your comments.  He added that he didn’t disagree with Mr. Barnako’s letter, and recommended that the board respond to the intent of the public notice and advise on the route with the least environmental impact.  

Further discussion included the impact on loss of properties and decrease in taxes, the effect of uncertainty (with regard to the route) on the developer of Clark’s Point and on the real estate market in general, what alternative the DOT might offer for the loss of tax dollars, the fact that any property touched by the bypass would be taken in whole, and the design of the interchange on Route 27.

County Planner Bob Faunce said that the no build option would not meet the purpose and need of the MDOT and therefore the MDOT would not pursue that option.  He added that if the long bridge option were chosen, at some time in the future the Davey Bridge would be discontinued, as the state would not maintain two bridges.  He said this was a concern because it would isolate the village.  Although the subject of the discussion was the letter to the USACE, that entity would be advising the MDOT on the route with the least environmental impact. 

A motion by Bob Blagden to send the revised draft letter to the USACE supporting Route N2A failed on a 1-4 vote.

5.  Discussion of restoration of historical document:  Jay Robbins

Jay Robbins, executive director of the Lincoln County Historical Society, reported on the 250th celebration on February 13 and listed the upcoming events in June and July.  He displayed the logo that had been designed for the celebration that may be used by other organizations.  He had asked the Massachusetts State Archives to send the original piece of paper creating Pownalborough to the Northeast Document Conservation Center for an estimate to restore the original so that a high-resolution scan could be made and archival quality facsimile copies made.  Cost of restoration is $375, scan $100, first archival facsimile copy $80, additional facsimile copy $60.  He is asking the select boards of Wiscasset, Dresden and Alna to contribute funds for this project and for Wiscasset to take the lead.  Bob Blagden moved to pay to restore the document, taking $475 from contingency funds and allowing Alna and Dresden to pay for their copies.  Vote 5-0-0.

6.  Discussion of Wiscasset Bicycle-Pedestrian Plan:  Bob Faunce

Lincoln County Planner Bob Faunce summarized the plan prepared by the Wiscasset Bike-Pedestrian Committee that evaluated existing conditions in town, the need for bicycle and pedestrians trails, and the results of a survey completed by 160 students and 40 non-students.  The prioritized list of recommended new facilities and improvements to existing facilities included:  Sheepscot River Boardwalk; Route 218 paved shoulders; Birch Point Road pavement and paved shoulders; Improve Route 27 crosswalks near schools, community center, playground; extend Bath Road sidewalk between Churchill Street and Bradford Road; Sidewalk improvements to Summer and Pleasant Streets and improve Federal Street sidewalk from the Ancient Cemetery to the Old Jail; Install esplanade between Route 27 sidewalk and travelway; Construct off-road path adjacent to west side of Route 27; and Install Route 1 crosswalk at Town Office, Extend Lee Street sidewalk to Water Street.

Faunce asked that comments or recommendations be given to him, Don Gerrish, or Jeffrey Hinderliter.  A public meeting will be held in the future to present the findings of the committee to the town.  The report will then be sent to the MDOT for endorsement and funding sources will be explored.

8.  Discussion of adopting MMA job description for Town Manager position

The board discussed the town manager job description supplied by MMA.  Phil DiVece questioned the requirement that the town manager have knowledge of sewer operations and road maintenance; Bill Curtis recommended the applicant have ten years of experience, not five as in the MMA form.  Phil DiVece will supply the town’s current job description (which has never been adopted) so that the board can compare the two and officially adopt a job description.  George Green suggested that the job description not discourage applicants without town manager experience, as candidates with experience in various fields have proven successful in other towns

9.  Manager’s Report

The draft of an ad seeking three citizens to participate in the town manager selection process has been sent to Don Gerrish for approval.  The ad will run for two weeks in the Lincoln County News and Wiscasset Newspaper.  The citizens who are appointed to the committee will attend interviews of candidates with the board and act in an advisory capacity; only board members will vote on candidates.  

10.  Other Business

The board will meet with Don Gerrish at 6 p.m. on February 23 before the regular selectmen’s meeting and hold an executive session at the end of the meeting.  The two negotiating representatives (Dunning and Blagden) will brief the town manager on union negotiations.

11.  Adjourn

At 8:55 p.m., Bob Fairfield moved to adjourn.  Vote 5-0-0.

Daniel R. Sortwell

104 Churchill Street

PO Box 269

Wiscasset, ME 04578

February 16, 2010

Mr. Jay L. Clement

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New England District

Maine Project Office

675 Western Avenue #3

Manchester, Maine 04351

Mr. Clement:

I live at 104 Churchill Street in Wiscasset and my property would be bisected by the proposed Wiscasset bypass, no matter which route is chosen. My property is identified as the Sortwell Farm property in the DEIS1. The following are my comments on MaineDOT’s permit application:

A. A freshwater stream that drains two pools (shown in Exhibit 3.12 of the DEIS) on my property and on property 191 would be crossed by the bypass – I believe that this stream crossing was not included in MaineDOT’s description of the environmental consequences of the proposed bypass in section 4.2.2.4.1 of the DEIS. This stream is not intermittent but has continual flow because it is fed in part by a spring on property 191.

This stream crossing should be included in the determination of the environmental impact of the bypass.

B. As described in the DEIS, the bypass would create a physical barrier between my farm buildings and the forest on the Northwest side of the bypass2. I would no longer have direct access to the trail system in the Sortwell Memorial Forest and in land owned by the Town of Wiscasset. MaineDOT proposes mitigation for adverse effects to architectural and archeological resources on my property in the DEIS3. However, MaineDOT does not propose mitigation for my loss of access to the trail system on the other side of the bypass.

Mitigation for this loss of access could take the form of trail improvements in the public trail system now under development by the Wiscasset Conservation Commission, of which I am a member. 

C. MaineDOT’s projection of future traffic volume for Wiscasset is flawed because it does not reflect what appears to be a drop in traffic volume in 2008-2009. 

MaineDOT assumed a 1.5% annual increase in traffic volume and used that to project the traffic volume in 2030 from their 2000 model4. However, as shown in the graph below, national traffic volume actually dropped in 2008 and then rose only slightly in 2009. My own impression is that traffic volume through Wiscasset also dropped during 2008-2009, in line with the national trend. 

One of the goals of the Wiscasset Traveler Information System (WTIS), put in place by MaineDOT, was to report on traffic volume for the 2009 summer season5. This report should be out by May, 20106. I would recommend that the LEDPA determination be delayed until MaineDOT changes their traffic volume projections for 2030 (p.14 of the USACE public notice) to reflect actual traffic data from 2009.
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Sincerely Yours,

Daniel R. Sortwell

drs@usa.net, 207-882-6374

CC: G. Audibert, D. Jones

Notes

1. Pages s8, 79, 109, 121, 141, 148, 150-151 in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement of Oct., 2007

2. Page 109 in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement of Oct., 2007

3. Page 121 in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement of Oct., 2007

4. From the MDOT answer to the comment of 12-19-2007 in the Community Feedback section at www.maine.gov/mdot/wcs/community.htm: “Vehicle traffic is expected to increase at 1.5% annually for the next 20 years. This is based on trend analysis.”

5. From the last question in the FAQ section of the Wiscasset Traveler Information System website www.maine.gov/mdot/wtis/faq.htm: “A report summarizing the traffic volumes, average vehicle speeds and the occurrences and durations of the daily advisories will be published by year’s end.”

6. email correspondence with Gerry Audibert, MDOT on 12Feb10

7. This graph was constructed using moving 12 month totals as of November of each year since November 2009 was the last month for which data was available. From Travel Trends (November 2009), at the Federal Highway Administration web site www.fhwa.dot.gov/ohim/tvtw/09novtvt
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