Wiscasset Budget Committee Meeting

Wiscasset Municipal Building

March 11, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM at the Municipal Building.

Budget Committee members in attendance:  Judith Colby, Sherri Dunbar, Ed Polewarczyk, Richard Hanson, Constance Schumann and Steve Mehrl.  Currently there are three vacant seats on the Committee.  Also present was Chris Cossette from the Wiscasset Water District.

Steve Mehrl made the motion to accept the agenda.  Motion was seconded by Richard Hanson.  Motion passed 5-0.

The purpose of the meeting was to review and vote on the forthcoming Ballot Article 2.  Article 2 asks to authorize the Town to borrow $2.7 million for the Main Street and Federal Street sewer and storm drain project.  Mr. Cossette briefed the committee on the scope of the project and the procurement of funds.  The Wiscasset Water District’s project is to install water lines on Main Street and Federal Street.  The Water District approached the Town in 2008 to possibly including new sewer pipes and storm drains in the project.  The Water District’s portion of the project is $1.5 million which will be funded by a 45% federal grant and 55% from a loan which will be repaid by user fees.  

Of the $2.7 million needed from the town to do the project, $1.6 million is for sewer lines on Main Street and Federal Street and $1+ million for storm drains on Federal Street.  The DOT will be installing storm drains on Main Street at the cost of $.5 million.  Mr. Cossette explained the Town can apply for a Clean Water Revolving loan at a 1% interest rate and an estimated yearly payment of $190,000.  Mr. Cossette clarified many questions that the board had regarding the scope of the project with great detail.  

Sherri Dunbar made the motion to recommend Article 2 of the Town Warrant.  The motion was seconded by Steve Mehrl.

The committee discussed the Article to great length.  Several members were concerned with the wording of “other Municipal resources”.  The consensus of the Committee although in favor of the sewer/storm drain project needed a better understanding of how much would come from user fees, how much from the reserve account and how much will be raised from taxes.  

After much discussion Ed Polewarczyk made the motion to table the motion to recommend Article 2 of the Town Warrant.  The motion was seconded by Sherri Dunbar.  The motion passed 7-0.

The Committee thanked Chris Cossette for coming and presenting a clear and concise presentation of the project.  

.

Sherri Dunbar made the motion to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by Ed Polewarczyk. Motion passed 6-0.

Having no further business the meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Judith Colby, Clerk

