Wiscasset Budget Committee Meeting

Wiscasset Municipal Building

April 1, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM at the Municipal Building.

Budget Committee members in attendance:  Judith Colby, Sherri Dunbar, Ed Polewarczyk, Constance Schumann and Steve Mehrl.   Absent was Richard Hanson.  Currently there are three vacant seats on the Committee.  Also in attendance were Charlotte Boynton (representing the Wiscasset Newspaper), Selectman Robert Fairfield, and Wiscasset residences Anne Leslie and William Phinney.

Steve Mehrl made the motion to accept the agenda to exclude the approval of the March 18th meeting minutes.  Motion was seconded by Ed Polewarczyk.  Motion passed 5-0.

Prior to taking on new business, Board member Judith Colby requested to speak to the Board regarding several e-mails that have been sent to the members.  The e-mails referenced that the Budget Committee was considering eliminating the Town Planner position and reducing the hours of the Code Enforcement Officer.  On March 20th the Budget Committee and the Board of Selectman received the Town Manager’s budget and on March 23rd the Budget Committee met to discuss and determine which budgets they wanted to review further.  Due to the fact the Board of Selectmen haven’t presented their budget to the Budget Committee the Committee can’t nor will they consider reducing a position or hours.  Mrs. Colby wanted the opportunity to make it clear to the audience that there is a procedure that has to be followed and that the Committee hasn’t in any way discussed taking these actions. Other members of the Board also expressed their concerns of receiving e-mails that included false information and how this would be perceived by the town’s people.   

William Phinney, Anne Leslie and Robert Fairfield requested to address the Budget Committee on behalf of the Planning Department funding.  William Phinney presented the Committee with letters from Karl Olsen, Anne Leslie, Gwenn de Mauriac, Jill Lorom, John Reinhardt and himself on the importance of the Town Planner Position.  Bill and Anne expressed concern as to where the town will go without the knowledge and involvement of the Town Planner in current and future projects in Wiscasset.  Several items are going to be coming up and need to be overseen by the Town Planner.  The Mandatory Shore land Zoning Ordnances are required to be integrated into the Town Ordnances or the Town will lose State funding, the bypass and zoning land use changes, State Contractor licensing requirements, and new State and Energy building code changes.  The Committee thanked them for addressing the Committee with their concerns and the added information.  

The Committee continued to review Cost Center budgets.  Upon no further review the Committee moved the Airport, Code Enforcement and Contractual Services into the GOOD column.  Due to the absence of Richard Hanson the Committee decided to postpone the review of the Cemeteries to a date when Richard was available.

Steve Mehrl made the motion to extend the meeting for ½ hour.  Motion was seconded by Ed Polewarczyk.  Motion failed 1-4.

The next scheduled Budget Committee meeting will be Monday April 5th at 6:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building.

Having no further business the meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Judith Colby, Clerk

