WISCASSET BOARD OF SELECTMEN

APRIL 6, 2010









(tape recorded meeting)

Present:
Chairman Bob Blagden, Bill Curtis, Vice Chairman Phil DiVece, Pam Dunning, 


Bob Fairfield and Interim Town Manager Don Gerrish

1.  Call to Order

The chairman called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.

2.  Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America

3.  Public Hearing for Liquor License: Taste of Orient

PUBLIC HEARING

Town Clerk Christine Wolfe presented the application of Cecilio H. Juntura for a liquor license renewal that did not meet the requirements for staff approval.  John Allen expressed concerns, citing incidents such as drunk drivers leaving the premises, thefts, employees drinking on duty, and underage parties in the inn, some of which were reported the previous year.  He recommended not denying the license; however, he will keep track of all calls and if complaints continue, he would recommend denying the license next year.  He has offered information on free training for the wait staff, which he would recommend Mr. Juntura take and offer to his employees.

Mr. Juntura said that drunk drivers have come from other restaurants and he has called taxis for his drunken patrons.  He denied the rumors of drugs and hookers on the premises.  He said he tries to maintain peace and quiet.  The public hearing closed at 7:17 p.m.

Interim Town Manager Don Gerrish said according to the State, the board could either approve or deny the license; it cannot put conditions on it.  He recommended that the license be approved and that the police department keep a written record of all incidents at Taste of Orient and other liquor-licensed establishments.  If no improvement is made, the license will not be approved next year.  Bob Fairfield moved to grant Mr. Juntura a liquor license for the Taste of Orient.  Vote 4-1-0 (Curtis opposed).

4.  Approve minutes of March 16 and 22, 2010

Pam Dunning moved to approve the minutes of March 16.  Vote 5-0-0.  Bob Blagden moved to accept the minutes of March 22.  Vote 5-0-0.

5.  Citizen Comment

Phil DiVece objected to the editorializing by large signs placed around the meeting room.  He said the board afforded time to anyone wishing to speak. Pam Dunning and Bob Blagden agreed that the signs were inappropriate and they were removed.

Bill Phinney said the signs were printed from the selectmen’s meeting minutes on the internet.  He spoke in favor of funding the town planner’s position and cited his many accomplishments and the upcoming projects for which a planner would be needed.  

Prior Morrell said he had discussed with Bill Curtis the size of the emergency generator that was needed for the municipal building, and he recommended a 20kw generator as nothing larger was needed.  He said the larger generator was needed in the past because at one time the building was heated with electricity.  

Anne Leslie spoke in favor of maintaining the town planner’s salary in the budget, citing the planner’s unique ability to see the overview as well as the details of economic development, natural resources conservation, liquor licenses, cell phone towers in addition to overseeing site plan review and subdivision applications.  She said there was no one in the town office who could replace him.

Chip Huber offered a 2.07-acre piece of his property on the Chewonki Neck Road to the town if the town were considering moving the railroad station away from the town center.  Town water and a septic system are available as well as a 24’ x 34’ two-story building.  The site would provide parking and remove traffic from town.  In response to Pam Dunning’s question, Don Gerrish said most railroad stations are owned by towns, and he recommended that the planning board and/or transportation committee look at the pros and cons of the proposal, after which recommendations will be brought to the board.

Don Jones, chair of the transportation committee, briefly described the 2002 commuter rail station location study and the 2003 intown passenger rail station siting study.  The studies were paid for by the town and MDOT and are available in the office.  The Huber site is close to one of the recommended locations in the 2002 study.  

John Reinhardt, president of the historical society and of Stewards of the Sheepscot, spoke in favor of the town planner, mentioning his work on such projects as Point East and the coal gasification plant.  

Steve Mehrl, speaking not for but as a member of the budget committee, said the committee met on March 20 and only one citizen was present.  He urged the public to attend the meeting on April 15 and the public hearing on May 4.  The budget committee has not formed any opinion on budget items; the proposal from the town manager has been discussed.  The budget committee will not make any decisions on the budget items until after the selectmen have voted on them.

Carla Dickstein, a Wiscasset resident and Coastal Enterprises employee, spoke in support of the town planner’s position.  She said Wiscasset had two advantages, the quality of people and the energy possibilities; she advised the board to be proactive and to retain the expertise of someone to watch over proposals.

Bill Barnes advised the town not to be fooled about the need for a railroad as they were about the Point East development, which he had opposed.  Because of the increase in number of vehicles, the popularity of railroads had decreased and he predicted very little revenue would come from the railroad.

David Brown who had served on the budget and waterfront committees and on the subcommittee studying the location for a rail platform and commuter station, said that he had spent time at the State rail committee meetings and that after extension of the rail line to Portland, the railroad had been very successful.  He said town planner Jeff Hinderliter had done an outstanding job and was always able to provide the information needed.  He added that it would be clinical insanity to get rid of the planner.

Karl Olson, member of the comprehensive plan committee, the planning board and chairman of the Ordinance Review Committee, said he did not want to do those jobs without the help of the planner.  He added that the ordinances were a mess, which is why he joined the board in the first place, and applications move smoothly through Wiscasset because of the help they receive from the planning department.

6.  Discussion of Building Code for the Town of Wiscasset:  Senator Trahan and Representative Fossel

Bob Blagden said that Senator Trahan and Representative Fossell had been invited to address questions that the code enforcement officer had raised.  He said he hoped the law would be repealed in the next session, as it seemed unfair for the law to be enforced in Wiscasset but not in smaller communities.  He hoped an effort would be made to change, eliminate, or revamp the law, as it is now, it represents a huge cost to communities.  Senator Trahan said that controversial legislation changes all the time and he recommended that the towns make their concerns known.

Phil DiVece, who had spoken to several contractors about the new law, said that he understood only two people would be hired by the state to enforce the law, which would leave enforcement up to the towns.  Senator Trahan said that because of the budget shortfall, the state would not be hiring.    

Les Fossel said he had testified against the new legislation because of existing housing problems and solutions that were not practical.  He said under the new law the code was addressed first and the contractor licensing would be next although he felt that the licensing should be first.  He advocated one code for the entire state and recommended that large towns be required to have building codes while small growth towns could opt out.

Senator Trahan introduced Dick Dolby from the Bureau of Public Safety who had been invited to answer questions from the board.  Dolby said that of the 134 communities with populations over 2000, 70 have adopted the building code.  The code will apply to all communities but enforcement is mandated only for those with populations over 2000.  There will be one code for the state of Maine as of June 1, which will replace all existing codes.  It will incorporate codes for residential buildings, commercial buildings, rehab or historic preservation, and ARRA-mandated requirements for energy conservation.  All towns will be required to issue a certificate of occupancy based on the quality of the construction.  The state will train CEOs of communities that already have a building code and those communities will start using the building code as of December 1, 2010.  CEOs in towns without building codes will be required to take training courses and pass tests.  Wiscasset will not be required to have a certified code officer until 2012.  Alternatively, Wiscasset could borrow a CEO from another community.  

In response to Pam Dunning’s question on the requirement for sprinklers and architectural plans for residential properties, Dolby said while architects and engineers would be required for commercial buildings, there were no such restrictions on residential properties.  He said he did not think the requirement for sprinklers in residential properties would be enforced.  The code will apply to new construction only.  In response to Rick Lang’s question regarding the start date when the legislation was not yet written, Dolby said it would be written by June1.  

Bill Curtis said he had taken a course on the BOCA code and based on his experience, asked that the presenters of the courses on the new building code know more than the students.  

7.  Discussion concerning Wiscasset’s share of RSU #12 Budget for 09/10 and 10/11:  RSU Directors Kim Anderson and Eugene Stover

Kim Anderson invited the public to the RSU budget meeting on April 8 and to the official presentations on May 18 and May 26.  The 10/11 RSU budget will be less than $25 million with Wiscasset’s share $11 million, which is $250,000 to $300,000 less than the previous year.  Don Gerrish said the town would be receiving a credit of $1,120 for the current year.  In response to Bob Blagden’s question on last year’s budget, Anderson said that after the last budget was voted down, the board reverted to the last budget approved at the regional budget meeting, which is what the RSU is operating on.   

In response to Phil DiVece’s question on the overlay increase of 31.4% in 2009 shown on the Tax Rate Allocation and Analysis summary and how that would figure into the 2010 budget, Don Gerrish said that the overlay would not be figured until the budget for next year is set; the overlay figure on the analysis summary was a school department number.  

Kim Anderson invited the public to the RSU board meeting at the high school on Thursday, April 8 at 6:30 at which the budget will be discussed.  Gene Stover, who is not on the finance committee, spoke briefly on problems faced by the RSU.  He said he would be asking the board at its upcoming meeting why the RSU could not have operated on $1.1 million less in 2010 if it could do so in 2011.  Kim Anderson said some money-saving steps taken were to move grades 5 through 8 from Somerville to Windsor, to start a revenue-producing day treatment for special ed students, and using scratch cooking rather than processed meals.  An ongoing problem is teachers’ summer salaries, which were not budgeted in 2009, and the repayment of a $2 million loan to cover the shortfall.  

8.  Edgecomb Land Deed of Release: Ervin Deck

Deck asked the board to agree to the resolution that would give the town manager authorization to request from the FAA a deed of release of a parcel of land in Edgecomb formerly used as a non-directional radio beacon site.  Proceeds from a sale would be divided 75% to the FAA, who provided 75% of the purchase price, and 25% to the airport budget.  Pam Dunning moved to authorize the town manager to sign the request.  Vote 5-0-0.  Pam Dunning moved to adopt the proposed resolution before us.  Vote 5-0-0.  

 9.  Town Manager’s Report

•  Update on Town Manager Applications:  Twenty-nine applications were received by the deadline and have been reviewed by the town manager.  Don Gerrish will prepare notebooks with 10 to15 applications for review by the board and citizen members of the committee.  A meeting was scheduled for April 15 (following the 6 p.m. meeting on the warrant articles) to review the applications and schedule interviews.  

•  Review and select citizen members to Interview Manager Committee:  Bob Blagden moved to appoint Lori Allen, Dennis Hebert and Steve Mehrl to be the citizen members to the interview committee.  Vote 5-0-0.   

•  Presentation of policy for tax acquired property and policy for sewer liens:  A draft policy was given to the board for consideration and discussion at a later date.

•  List of roads needing work for the next biennium submitted to the State:  West Alna Road from 218 to town line, Federal Street to the town line, Route 144 Westport Bridge to Birch Point Road, and the entire Birch Point Road.  

•  Documented Vessels:  The town will be sending out 2009 excise tax bills to the list of owners supplied by the state.  

•  The Superintendent of Schools is not interested in renting the former superintendent’s office.  Gerrish has been approached by two interested parties and a report will be made at a later date.

•  Sewer project:  The WWD has decided to go ahead with the water line replacement project.  Bids will be sent out the end of April and awarded at the end of May.  Federal Street will be done this year and Main Street the following year when the state will fund its share of the storm drains and it is probable that the state will also do paving next year.  Gerrish will continue to look for grant funding to assist with the cost of sewer and storm drains on Federal Street.  

•  Riverbank project:  Gerrish distributed a memo from Jeffrey Hinderliter regarding the Riverbank project.  The application is before the state and there is interest for it to go forward.  It is going through FERC and will be positive for the town.

•  Dave Barrett, MMA, has been invited to meet with the board regarding union negotiations on April 20.

10.  Other Business

Phil DiVece moved to adopt the Matters of Deficiency as stated by RHR Smith & Co. in their January 27, 2010 letter, pages 2, 3, and 4 and direct the town manager to begin formulating appropriate policies as stated for consideration and adoption by the board.  Vote 5-0-0.

11.  Adjourn

At 9:40 p.m., Bob Fairfield moved to adjourn the meeting.  Vote 5-0-0.
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