WISCASSET BOARD OF SELECTMEN, BOARD OF ASSESSORS 

AND OVERSEERS OF THE POOR

MAY 18, 2010










(tape recorded meeting)

Present:  
Chairman Bob Blagden, Bill Curtis, Vice Chairman Phil DiVece, Pam Dunning, 


Bob Fairfield and acting interim town manager Sue Varney

1.  Call to Order

Bob Blagden called the meeting of the Board of Assessors to order at 6 p.m.  He moved to go into executive session pursuant to Title 1, MRSA, Section 405 (6)(C) for the purpose of discussing Poverty Tax Abatements.  Vote 5-0-0.  The board exited executive session at 6:19 p.m.

The board took the following actions on abatement requests:

1.
Poverty abatement #AC1- Pam Dunning moved to deny this abatement.  Bill Curtis seconded the motion.  Vote 5-0-0.


2.
Poverty abatement #AH2- Phil DiVece moved to grant the abatement in the amount of $511 on the condition that the property owner pay their half of the tax amount to the town first.  Pam Dunning seconded the motion.  Vote 5-0-0.

3.
Personal Property Not Collectible List, to clear the books.

The Assessors’ Agent recommended a total of $3,571.17 be abated in order to remove these tax amounts from the books.  These are personal property bills for businesses no longer in operation.  Pam Dunning moved to approve the recommended amount.  Bill Curtis seconded the motion.  Vote 5-0-0.

4.
Richard C. French (U01-030, Acct. #1163)

This request came in after the March 29 deadline; however, the Assessors’ Agent did review the property.  Based on her review of the pricing schedule, an adjustment of $69,000 was made.  The ‘store frame’ was listed twice for the 2-story when the second story should have only been 50% due to roof, etc.    

The Assessors’ Agent recommended this abatement be approved in the amount of $69,000 in valuation, resulting in a refund of $997.05 for tax year 2009.  Bob Blagden moved to grant the abatement as listed.  Bob Fairfield seconded the motion.  Vote 5-0-0.  It was also noted that the barn condition would be looked at this year while the assessing duties are being performed.  

5.
William T. & Donna B. Phinney (U08-001. #1558)

This abatement request is for incorrect acreage listing at White’s Island.  The property has been assessed for 1.43 acres when in fact the enclosed survey shows .67 acres.  With the Board’s permission, the Assessors’ Agent asked that this be corrected for the 2009, 2008, and 2007 tax years.

She recommended this abatement be approved in the amount of $13,800 in valuation each year, resulting in a refund of $199.41 for tax year 2009 by the Assessors, $187.68 for tax year 2008 and $179.40 for tax year 2007 by the Selectmen.  As part of the meeting, Mr. Phinney asked that the 10% influence factor that is applied to the base unit also be applied to the acreage line.  Pam Dunning moved to grant the abatement for tax year 2009 in the amount of $13,800 in valuation resulting in refund of $199.41.  Bob Fairfield seconded the motion.  Vote 5-0-0.  Bob Blagden moved to factor 10% on the acreage line.  Phil DiVece seconded the motion.  Vote 5-0-0.  The requests for tax year 2007 and 2008 will be voted at the regular Selectmen’s meeting at 7:00 pm, to follow this meeting.

6.
Patrick Carter (R04-010/A7, Acct. #1930)

This abatement is for a taxpayer who is deceased and is essentially to clear the books.  

The Assessors’ Agent recommended the abatement of $57.36 be issued to clear the books.  Bob Fairfield moved to approve the abatement.  Bill Curtis seconded the motion.  Vote 5-0-0.

The Board of Assessors’ meeting closed at 6:55 p.m.

1.  Call to Order

The Chairman called the Selectmen’s meeting to order at 7 p.m.

2.  Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America

Bob Blagden noted that the Board of Assessors had dealt with the abatement for Map 8, Lot 1 for 2009 and the Board of Selectmen would now deal with the two previous years to correct a mistake in the land area.

Phil DiVece moved to grant William and Donna Phinney a tax refund in the amount of $187.68 for tax year 2008 and $179.40 for tax year 2007 plus the 10% factor on the acreage line as suggested by the Assessors’ Agent for each year.  Vote 5-0-0.

3.  Public Hearing for Commercial Waste Haulers:  Chris Wolfe

The public hearing opened at 7:05 p.m.  Town Clerk Chris Wolfe reported that a public hearing was required for a new commercial waste hauler license application from Bill’s Rubbish and Recycle.  Bill Langer introduced himself to the board and offered to answer any questions the board may have.  The public hearing closed at 7:07 p.m.   

Bob Blagden moved to grant Bill’s Rubbish and Recycle a commercial waste hauler license.  Vote 5-0-0.

Three renewal waste hauler license applications had been received.  Transfer Station Manager Ron Lear said all had been doing a good job.  He added that Pine Tree Waste only picks up the dumpster but does not dump. Phil DiVece asked that the applications be amended to indicate the applicants had previously held a Waste Disposal Hauler License in Wiscasset.  Bob Blagden moved to grant Regional Rubbish Removal, Inc.; Giles Rubbish, Inc.; and Pine Tree Waste, Inc. waste disposal hauler licenses for the Town of Wiscasset.  Vote 5-0-0.

4.  Approve Minutes of May 4, 2010

Phil DiVece moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Vote 5-0-0.

5.  Citizen Comments

Rick Lang, Health Officer, asked the board for its recommendation on the Hart property on Route 218, a tax-acquired property, which is vacant.  He said there is a great amount of household waste that should be removed before it attracts animals.  Phil DiVece suggested that the town manager handle the matter.  Town Attorney Dennis Jumper said that the town had filed a lawsuit to confirm the town’s title and is trying to find the owner for service.  One co-owner lives in Freeport and another lives in the Philippines.  It may be necessary to give notice by publication.  He said the town manager could order the clean up of perishables, which are a health hazard, but not scrap iron, scrap metals, etc. until the town has a court order.  Lang will contact Don Gerrish when he returns.  

Richard Hanson asked what the town’s intention was with regard to acquired properties.  Blagden said that all vacant properties seized for back taxes should be put out to bid to get them back on the tax rolls.

Bill Curtis recommended that the town make sure there are no hazardous materials on the properties before taking ownership.

Prior Morrell warned the town about the liability it might face if someone gets hurt on the town property where Red’s Eats’ picnic tables have been located without authorization.  He said the tort limitation of $400,000 would be insufficient to cover punitive damages.  He asked that the town manager advise Red’s Eats to get the tables off town property.  Bob Blagden said the matter had been brought up at the previous meeting and the town manager was looking into it.  
Bill Curtis said he had attended a planning board meeting where the removal of the Montsweag dam was discussed.  He said before 2007 there had been discussions between the selectmen and Maine Yankee about the removal and the town had indicated that the town had an interest in and preferred to have the dam stay because it provided a waterline for fire to Maine Yankee.  He said there was no discussion of this at the planning board meeting and he had mentioned it at the meeting in order to get it on the record.  He said Chewonki owns 671 acres of tax-free land valued at $184,645.  Curtis said the town should have someone keeping track of the applications with the federal government, as the only recourse is when the applications are heard by the planning board.  He added that several people spoke against the removal of the dam.

Bob Fairfield said the dam should be left alone and left to deteriorate on its own.  He said the town was supposed to own 50 feet on each side of the brook.

Ed Polewarczyk asked whether planning board approval was necessary to remove the dam.  Bill Curtis responded that both town and federal approval and possibly state approval would be necessary, and the planning board would hold a public hearing before approval.  

6.  Presentation of Special Amusement Permit for Doug White:  Chris Wolfe

Chris Wolfe asked the board to approve June 1 as the date for a public hearing for this special amusement permit, in order to meet the deadline for approval or denial.  The Code Enforcement Officer had offered some recommendations, which were forwarded to the applicant.  Pam Dunning moved to set a public hearing for a special amusement license for the Wiscasset Raceway, LLC on June 1, 2010.  Vote 5-0-0.  

7.  Update sewer pump station #3:  Buck Rines

Sue Varney said that approximately $20,000 in impact fees would be needed to cover the difference in the cost of upgrading a pump station and this would require a town vote.  Buck Rines said the low bid, originally $88,700, had been reduced to $85,000 a year ago.  He asked whether the board could authorize the use of impact fees or whether it would require a town vote.  

Town Attorney Dennis Jumper said that the ordinance was not consistent with the statute and the board’s authority to use impact fees was not given in the ordinance.  Buck Rines asked that the ordinance be amended.  It was suggested that an amendment could be included in the special town meeting that will be held in June for overdrafts.  Phil DiVece moved to include a question on the upcoming special town meeting to ask voters to use $20,000 from the impact fees for the purpose of upgrading sewer pump station #3 on Route 1 and further to remand the question of impact fees back to the Ordinance Review Committee for revision.  Buck Rines asked whether the board or the town manager could authorize ordering the parts in order to maintain the bid prices.  Blagden said the money had been appropriated and the town manager could authorize the purchase and sign the contract.  Vote 4-1-0 (Fairfield opposed). 

8.  Open and award Catch Basin and Striping Bids

Catch basin bids submitted are as follows:







Per basin

Per hour


Southern Maine Site Work, Inc.

  $35.00

  $125


McDonald Sweeping


   37.00


    115


Wilson’s Commercial Sweeping, Inc.
   44.80


    140


E. C. Berry & Sons


   60.00                               110

The bids were given to Road Commissioner Greg Griffin for review and the bid will be awarded to the lowest bidder, all things being equal.  

Striping bids submitted are as follows:


Hager Enterprises
4” white and yellow lines
NA





Double yellow center line
NA





White edge line


NA





Crosswalks per sq. ft.

25¢




Stop bars per sq. ft.

$1





Parking stalls per each

$3







Arrows per each

$12


Lucas Striping

4” white and yellow lines per linear foot
24¢






Double yellow center line per linear foot   8¢






White edge line
per linear foot

 5¢







Crosswalks per sq. ft.

            80¢





Stop bars per sq. ft.

            80¢







Parking stalls per each

             $4






Arrows per each

           $10

A decision on whether to do the yellow lines had not been made.  Bids were given to the road commissioner for review.  

9.  Appointment of Waterfront Committee Member:  Bob Blagden/Pam Dunning

Blagden reported that he and Pam Dunning had interviewed five applicants.  Bob Blagden moved to appoint Meg Bianco to the Waterfront Committee.  Vote 3-2-0 (Fairfield and Curtis opposed).  

10.  Town Manager’s Report

•  Discussion of ballot question and legality of ordinance:  Because a proper public hearing on the Village Waterfront District ordinance had not been held and proper notification not given, Sue Varney suggested that the board vote not to count Question 39 on the ballot for the June 8 election.  The board will have an amended warrant to be signed that evening without Article 41 included.  On Election Day Question 39 will not be included in the ballot count.  The proposed ordinance will be revisited at a later date.  Town Planner Jeffrey Hinderliter said the ordinance requires that the planning board notify the public of the selectmen’s public hearing.  Two public hearings were held by the planning board and one by the selectmen; however, the problem was that the planning board did not post the notification; it was posted by the town clerk.  Bob Blagden moved that we not count Question 39 on Election Day.  Phil DiVece said he was embarrassed that the mistake should be discovered after ballots were printed and asked whether the town attorney had seen the proposed ordinance before it was put on the ballot.  Attorney Jumper said that he had been given the ordinance to review but had not been given a deadline for his response.  DiVece apologized to the voters and urged that the board of selectmen see that any ordinances or amendments to ordinances recommended by the planning board or ORC be given to the town attorney for his input.  Vote 5-0-0. 

•  Sign Homestead Reimbursement form:  Varney said there are 989 homestead exemptions in town, 100 of which are new.  The homestead exemption valuation is $9,664,440.  Phil DiVece moved to sign off on the Homestead Reimbursement Form for 2010/2011.  Vote 5-0-0.
•  Sign CMP Pole Permit:  Ervin Deck, Airport Manager, had approved the location.  Bob Blagden moved to sign the CMP location permit.  Vote 5-0-0.

•  Corrected information on Past-due sewer accounts listed in the town report:  Varney said there were 320 past due accounts.  The corrected sewer status list shows accounts (which owe $100 or more) totaling $40,198.61.  In response to Blagden’s question, Varney explained that the town of Wiscasset was shown on the list because as of September 11 the town had acquired a property on which sewer fees were due.  

•  Update on Creamery Pier vendor locations:  Don Gerrish has prepared the layout of the Creamery Pier vendor locations; all vendors except one have been advised of the locations and that a licensed electrician will be hooking up sites.  Don Jones, a former waterfront committee member, said he noticed one of the pier vendors had been located on the front side of the wharf.  The committee, that had been drafting a policy at that time he was a member, had been told not to plan for any spaces on the waterside of the pier because of concerns about view and aesthetics.  

•  A firm was hired for the SHIP grant:  Wright-Pierce has been hired for the SHIP grant and a kickoff meeting was held last week to talk about the game plan and work on a draft contract.  In response to Phil DiVece’s question, Varney said that Don Gerrish and the harbormaster had interviewed three firms.  Gerrish will be providing further information on the grant and match.  

Sue Varney asked that the selectmen come in on the Tuesdays when they are not meeting to sign the payroll and accounts payable warrant so that checks can be mailed the following day.

11.  Other Business

Bob Blagden moved to sign the school warrants for FY 09-10 and FY 10-11.  Vote 5-0-0.

There will be two meetings on the budgets at 10 p.m. on Saturday in Windsor.  Phil DiVece asked the town clerk to find out why the meetings were always held as far away as possible from Wiscasset when Wiscasset pays the majority of the bill and has the largest enrollment.

There was a consensus of the board that Susan Blagden be appointed as warden for the election. 

A special town meeting will be needed to address using sewer impact fees and budget shortfalls.  The clerk asked for authorization to prepare a warrant.  If the warrant is signed on June 15, the special town meeting can be held on June 24.

In response to Joe Piccarillo’s question, Pam Dunning said that the structures on the pier would not block the stairways; the vendor will be directed to leave the stairway clear.   

The chairman signed the form nominating Pam Dunning for the Legislative Policy Committee.

12.  Adjourn

At 8:20 p.m., Phil DiVece moved to adjourn the meeting.  Vote 5-0-0.
PAGE  
1

