WISCASSET PLANNING BOARD

MINUTES, JUNE 28, 2010

Present:
Al Cohen, Tony Gatti, Chairman Steve House, Jackie Lowell, Peter McRae, 


Lester Morse, Karl Olson and Debra Pooler

Absent:

Ray Soule

1.  Call to Order

The chairman called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

2.  Consideration of June 14, 2010 minutes

Al Cohen moved to accept the minutes as presented.  Vote 7-0-1

3.  The Chewonki Foundation - Public Information Meeting, Lower Dam Removal, Montsweag Brook, Map U-19, Lot 4A

Don Hudson, Chewonki, briefly outlined the National Resources Damages Restoration Plan and Settlement Agreement between Maine Yankee and the State of Maine under which Chewonki was given ownership of Lower Montsweag Brook Dam.  A feasibility study was conducted as part of the agreement and if it were deemed feasible, partial funding would be available to Chewonki to remove the dam.  Of the three alternatives studied, removing the dam was the most effective and least expensive approach for restoring fish passage and natural riparian conditions upstream of the dam.  

Don Hudson announced for the record that it was his 60th birthday and contrary to some opinions that he was an outsider, he had worked in Wiscasset for 44 years, since 1966.

Michael Chelminski, Stantec, through a power point presentation, illustrated the area in question, including photos of the impoundment, the dam, and views upstream from the dam following the release of water from the impoundment.  He described the feasibility study of three alternatives (no action, install fish passage, or removal of dam), giving the advantages and disadvantages of each.  Removal of the dam was the least expensive of the three alternatives and met the conditions of the NRDAR agreement.  

The Maine State Historic Office and the Native American Tribes in Maine had been contacted and had no concerns with the project.  Some permits had been received and others were expected.  Competitive bidding and project implementation will follow the granting of permits.  A question and answer period followed.

Dale Skillin took issue with the Chelminski’s statement that there was a history of alewives in the brook before the dam was built.  He also disagreed with the feasibility report regarding the value of the water in Montsweag Brook with or without the dam.  Chelminski said there was no additional value to the dam being in place.  

Clark Jones said the presence of the dam and water supply was an ace in the hole for the town in the event another power plant was built.  

Reginald Dunkling said to his knowledge alewives never ran in the brook until the dam was built, which created a reservoir for spawning.  He said the area was now a mud hole and difficult for animals to get up the river.  He questioned why the town had not taken the dam over.

Ed Polewarczyk had drafted questions for the board, which he hoped would be considered in making a decision.  He said that removal of the dam is mitigation for damages to groundwater (which will not be fixed) and the town, with the removal of the dam, loses a freshwater source of 3 million gallons of water.  The town loses twice.

Mike Chelminski responded that the figure was 60 million gallons and as to whether the town wins or loses was not decided by Chewonki, which was a third party signatory to the settlement agreement.  Chewonki owns all abutting land and has the right to determine the use of the land.  With regard to the use of the 60 million gallons as a water source, if drawn down, the result would be a mud pit.  He said this water supply is not key to a future nuclear plant; at most, it was an auxiliary source to an auxiliary source of water.  

Phil DiVece, Chairman and Trustee of the Wiscasset Water District, read a statement disagreeing with the study recently commissioned by Chewonki Foundation, which evaluated Montsweag Brook as a public drinking water source.  He said the Wiscasset Water District maintains that the Montsweag Reservoir does provide a suitable backup source of drinking water for use during an emergency.  He said the study failed to address the core issue, that of locating a new secondary source of drinking water, which could adequately replace the Montsweag Reservoir.  The Trustees of the water district urged the planning board not to allow the dam’s removal without the inclusion of the following:  “Specific language within the application’s Findings of Fact which addresses the need of Chewonki Foundation funding an inclusive search for locating a backup source of drinking water suitable to the Wiscasset Water District to replace the Montsweag Reservoir.”  He invited representatives from Chewonki and Stantec to meet with the water district trustees.

 Don Hudson said that Harold Nilsson, DEP, had called him that afternoon, asking him to remind the board that the same request was put to the trustees of the resource over two years ago, i.e. that the project fund a search for a suitable backup water source for the Wiscasset Water District.  The request was denied because it did not fit the criteria of the settlement agreement nor did it meet the requirement that the project not be in the ordinary work plan of any of the entities involved.  Since it is the responsibility of the Wiscasset Water District to locate suitable water for the town, having the settlement agreement pay for one of their tasks, did not meet the criteria.  Hudson said that Chewonki did not want to own the dam or the impoundment.  It accepted the responsibility because the settlement required a third party be identified that would add value to the project.  Chewonki has contributed substantially to the project, but has no interest in owning the dam and the liability that accompanies ownership.  The town has declined ownership of the dam.  If the town wanted to use the brook as a public water supply, it would have to provide fish passage and the funds for maintaining it.  If the town were to use this as a backup water supply, it would need a treatment plant, and maintaining the dam and a treatment plant would cost $5 million.  

In response to Dale Skillin’s question, Chelminski said a fish ladder would cost $1.7 million, construction of a water treatment plant would cost $3 to $7 million, and there would be annual maintenance costs.  

Chelminski said in response to comments by Phil DiVece that the evening’s meeting was an informal review of the site plan review application, which reviews impacts to municipal infrastructure.  He said that Stantec concluded there were no existing services provided by the impoundment, and removal of the dam would not impact any existing services.  

Anne Leslie, member of the Wiscasset Conservation Commission and part-time employee of Chewonki, said she regretted that Chewonki was considered an “outsider” by some and would benefit by the project.  She said that Chewonki was not making money on the project and had worked hard raising money to carry out its obligation.  She added that Chewonki is the second largest employer in town and draws people to Wiscasset every year with its programs.  She said she hoped in the long run, this would be a beautiful place and with public access, the town would see it as a benefit.

Barry Meade asked how much attention was given to a fish ladder.  Chelminski explained the difficulties in constructing one and the cost to maintain.  

Shane Plummer challenged some of the information provided by Chelminski.  He also pointed out the danger of skimobilers going off the 20-foot cliff, created when the impoundment was drained.  He also questioned where water would come from in the event of a forest fire in the area without the use of water from the impoundment.  

Patty Skillin asked why the alewives were considered more important than other fish.  Hudson replied that the object is to restore the integrity for all native species. 

Jeffrey Hinderliter said the planning board would determine if the application was complete at the next meeting, following which a public hearing would be held and the board would consider the final application.  

4.  Other Business

Hinderliter distributed a response from town attorney Dennis Jumper to the board’s questions on the use of the creamery pier.  

Hinderliter reported contact by a resident who had concerns about the new McDonald’s and gas station.  He maintained the planning board made the wrong decision because the gas station was on the wrong side of the road.

Barry Meade, Barry Concrete, owner of a building on Route 1, asked whether the work he has done requires planning board review.  Meade said he had cut trees and removed stumps for a parking area, but had done no stripping or grading.  He said he was allowed under DEP regulations to remove the stumps on under seven acres.  He was advised that because he had disturbed more than 10,000 square feet, his project would require site plan review.  He asked whether he could seed the ground and was informed that he would have to wait until he had approval from the board.  

Hinderliter said the terms of Al Cohen, Jackie Lowell and Ray Soule were expiring and he asked that the members advise if they wish to continue on the board.

Don Hudson asked whether seeding of the muddy banks of Montsweag Brook could take place in advance of the permit, and was informed that he would have to wait until final approval.

5.  Adjourn

Al Cohen moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m.  Vote 5-0-0.
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