WISCASSET BOARD OF SELECTMEN

JULY 6, 2010







(tape recorded meeting)

Present:
Vice chairman Judy Colby, Pam Dunning, Chairman David Nichols, Ed 




Polewarczyk and Interim Town Manager Don Gerrish

1.  Call to Order

Chairman David Nichols called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m.  He moved to go into executive session pursuant to Title 1, Maine Revised Statutes, Section 405 6,C, for the purpose of discussing a poverty tax abatement.  Vote 4-0-0.  The Board exited executive session at 6:55 p.m.  Bob Blagden joined the meeting.  Judy Colby moved that Abatement No. 1 be denied.  Vote 4-0-1.  

2.  Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America

3.  Approve Minutes of June 15, 2010

Judy Colby moved to approve the minutes of June 15 as written.  Vote 5-0-0.

4.  Open Mowing Bids

The following bids were received:

  



    

William Barnes

Roy Barnes

Airport mowing




$1,945


$2,459

Septic field cutting and baling


  1,200

Roadside mowing



  2,445


  2,449

Miscellaneous mowing



     165


     174

Landfill mowing




     465


     469

William Barnes was the low bidder.

5.  Citizen Comment

Don Jones asked that the agenda be posted on the website.  He reported that the Transportation Committee had voted to recommend appealing the Army Corps of Engineers’ decision on the long bridge bypass route and had drafted a letter, which had been presented to the selectmen.  The committee had responded to the selectmen’s request to review Chip Huber’s offer of property for a railroad station and asked that the intown station alternative have priority for funding.  

Steve Mehrl thanked Ames Hardware and the Wiscasset Fire Department for their contributions to the 250th celebration on the 4th of July and asked that the board acknowledge Chief Merry’s service to the town.

Richard Hanson inquired into the status of the Ferry Road debt and was informed that the new board would meet in executive session with its attorney at the next meeting before any further action is taken.

In response to Sherri Dunbar’s question, Don Gerrish explained that a public hearing must be held within a specified time for special amusement permits, and even though the board had approved a previous request as a one-time event, there was insufficient time to delay the public hearing until after the first event had been held.

6.  Chris Wolfe

• Application for special permit for catering privileges - Mr. C’s Food and Spirits:  The application is for an off-site catering event on July 31, 2010 at 29 Pines.  Pam Dunning moved to grant a permit to Mr. C’s.  Vote 5-0-0.

• Signing authority for off-premise catering permits:  Bob Blagden moved to allow the town clerk to have signing authority for off-site catering permits.  Vote 5-0-0.

•  Special Amusement Permit -Doug White:  The application is for a special amusement permit for September 10, 11, and 12.  Pam Dunning moved to set July 20 for the public hearing for the special amusement permit.  Vote 5-0-0.
•  Draft Warrant for September 14, 2010 ballot:  The draft budget figures were given to the board.  Because of the time requirements for nominations, the election of an RSU representative will not be on the ballot.  David Nichols moved to table consideration of the warrant until July 20 to give the Budget Committee an opportunity to see the budget numbers.  Vote 5-0-0.  

•  Pub 27 Liquor License Permit Application:  The town clerk recommended July 20 as the public hearing date at which Police Lt. John Allen and the CEO will be present.  Pam Dunning moved to set July 20 as the public hearing for the Pub 27 liquor license.  Vote 5-0-0.

•  Staff Authority to set Public Hearing Dates:  Don Gerrish recommended a policy whereby the board would authorize the staff to set dates for public hearings for applications.  Pam Dunning moved to give the Town Manager and staff authority to set dates for public hearings as long as they meet the criteria and are within the time requirements.  Vote 5-0-0.

7.  Chewonki Wiscasset Tidal Power project - Peter Arnold

Peter Arnold was unable to be present.  Don Gerrish briefly summarized Arnold’s letter on the status of the investigation and analysis of the tidal power project.  Ed Polewarczyk moved to table this discussion until Peter Arnold is available.  Vote 5-0-0.

8.  Addition to Shellfish Ordinance:  Richard Forrest

Judy Colby moved to send the ordinance change request to the Ordinance Review Committee.  Vote 5-0-0.

9.  Town Manager’s Report

•  RSU #12 Director vacancy:  Don Gerrish said the board had the option of not filling the seat, holding special election, voting in November to fill the seat, or advertising for a volunteer to fill the position until June 30.  It was the consensus of the board to advertise for a volunteer.

•  Committee Appointments:  Gerrish will draft a policy on committee and board appointments for the selectmen’s consideration.  The following people were appointed by unanimous vote:

Airport Committee (3 yr.) - Bryan Buck

Appeals Board (3 yr.) - Peter Rines

Appearance of the Town - Norma Gordon, Vickie Hersom, Richelle Pontau, Donald Jones

Building Inspector - Rick Lang

Building Inspector Deputy - Jeffrey Hinderliter

Conservation Commission (3 yrs.)  Larry Lomison, Larry Barnes

Planning Board (3 yrs.) - Al Cohen, Jackie Lowell, Ray Soule

Transportation Committee - Donald Jones, Lois Kwantz, Seaver Leslie, Cynthia Fischer, Sean Rafter

Ordinance Review Committee (3 yrs.)  Jackie Lowell, Paul Foley

Investment Advisory Committee (3 yrs.)  Steve Mehrl

Judy Colby and Pam Dunning will interview the five candidates for the three Budget Committee positions and make a recommendation to the board.  The town clerk will advertise for applicants for the remaining vacancies.

•  Mid-Coast Vending:  A request to install vending machines on the piers was discussed and there was a consensus that a machine could be placed on the commercial pier near the harbormaster’s office.  Pam Dunning moved to authorize the town manager to work out an arrangement to put one machine at the commercial pier.  Vote 5-0-0.

•  Update on Town Clock:  Don Gerrish said he had received information from the Balzer Family Clock Works on maintenance schedules and procedures for the town clock.  Joe Calhoun, an employee of the Balzer family, has volunteered to clean monthly and maintain the clock as his contribution to the town.  In response to Don Jones’ request, Gerrish will report on the legal standing the town has with regard to access to the clock.

• 2010-2012 Legislative Policy Committee:  David Nichols nominated John Anderson of Boothbay and Pam Dunning for the committee.  Vote 5-0-0.

 •  Use of Surplus Funds in Highway Department Budget for Equipment Purchases:  Gerrish asked for authorization to purchase a dump body and trailer using last year’s surplus.  The low bidder for the dump body was Viking Cives at $5,872; the low bidder for the trailer was Howard Fairfield, LLC at $4,925.  Gerrish said the previous fiscal year revenues exceeded the budget by $294,000 and expenses were lower than anticipated by $347,000, a combined total of $641,000 from which some overdrafted accounts would be deducted.  Pam Dunning moved to give authority for the purchase of a dump body and trailer for the Public Works Department from Viking Cives and Howard Fairfield respectively.  Vote 5-0-0.  Although the budget has not been approved, Gerrish estimated that the tax rate for 2010-2011would be $15.04, a 4.1% increase over the previous year.  

•  Wage Adjustments for Non-union Employees and Union Negotiations:  Ed Polewarczyk moved to appoint Pam Dunning and Judy Colby to the negotiation team for the police and public works contracts.  Vote 5-0-0.  A workshop will be held on July 13 at 7 p.m. for all boards and committees.  Ed Polewarczyk moved to go into executive session on July 13 at 6 p.m. for the purpose of discussion of union negotiations.  Vote 5-0-0.

•  Maine Yankee Community Advisory Committee meeting August 10 with a federal subcommittee:  The purpose of the meeting is to discuss issues of the Maine Yankee closure and storing spent fuel in Wiscasset.  Bob Blagden suggested that the meeting take place at the town office rather than at Maine Yankee.  

•  Excise Tax Collection:  A request to have Wiscasset collect boat excise taxes for another town has been received.  Sue Varney, Jim George and Gerrish will make a recommendation.

10.  Other Business

Don Gerrish, who will be leaving his position next week, thanked the board and the citizens for their commitment to the town.  He, in turn, was thanked by David Nichols on behalf of the town.

Judy Colby asked that the town manager send a letter to the 250th celebration committee thanking them for their time and commitment.

Ed Polewarczyk asked the town manager to set a date for the Investment Advisory Committee to meet before its meeting with Payson.

11.  Adjourn

Pam Dunning moved to adjourn.  Vote 5-0-0

WISCASSET BOARD OF SELECTMEN

EXECUTIVE SESSION

JULY 13, 2010

Present:
Bob Blagden, Judy Colby, Pam Dunning, David Nichols, Ed Polewarczyk and interim 


town manager Don Gerrish

The chairman called the meeting to order and moved to go into executive session for the purpose of discussing union negations.  Vote 5-0-0.  The board entered executive session at 6 p.m. and exited at 6:55 p.m.  David Nichols moved to come out of executive session.  Vote 5-0-0.
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