WISCASSET BOARD OF SELECTMEN

JULY 20, 2010









(tape recorded meeting)

Present:  
Bob Blagden, Vice Chairman Judy Colby, Pam Dunning, Chairman David 


Nichols, Ed Polewarczyk and Town Manager Laurie Smith

1.  Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by the chairman at 6 p.m. who moved to go into executive session pursuant to Title 1, M.R.S.A, § 406 (6)(E), for the purpose of discussing legality of Point East issues.  Vote 5-0-0.  David Nichols moved to come out of executive session at 6:59 p.m.  Vote 5-0-0.  David Nichols moved to authorize the Town Attorney, in conjunction with the Town Manager, to take what action they consider necessary to collect the debt owed by Ferry Road Development Company to the Town, including foreclosing the mortgage which secures the debt.  Vote 5-0-0.

2.  Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America

The chairman introduced the new Town Manager, Laurie Smith.

3.  Public Hearing for new liquor license for Pub 27 and Frank Robbins:  Chris Wolfe

The applicant was not present.  

4.  Public Hearing for Special Amusement Permit for Wiscasset Raceway and Doug White:  Chris Wolfe

Doug White, Wiscasset Raceway, described the events planned for September 10-12, 2010 at the raceway including a band, charity ride, races and bike demonstration.  Anticipated attendance is estimated at 500 to 1,000.  Spencer Richey, publisher of Ride Maine, who assists in promoting programs at the raceway, spoke briefly on the charity-based family event planned for September.  

Several people in the audience spoke in favor of the event; others opposed the event primarily because the selectmen had approved a concert on July 31 with the condition that further approvals for concerts would not be forthcoming until after a successful event on the 31st.  Because of the time limit specified in the ordinance for the selectmen’s approval or denial, the possibility of postponing the decision was discussed.  The public hearing closed at 7:50 p.m.

Town Attorney Dennis Jumper said postponement was not an option and questioned why approval of bike fest would be contingent upon a successful concert event.  He explained that the bike fest itself did not need a permit; the special amusement permit was for entertainment.  Bob Blagden moved to grant Douglas White a special amusement permit for the bike fest on September 10, 11, and 12.  Vote 4-1-0.  (Polewarczyk opposed.)

5.  Approve Minutes of July 6, 2010    

Judy Colby moved to accept the minutes with corrections.  Vote 5-0-0.

6.  Citizen Comment

Shawn Barnes expressed concern that the mowing bid contracts specified “no baling” and contended that if baling were allowed the town would get the best job for the cheapest price.  The chairman explained that the conditions in the contract could not be changed after it was signed.  It was further explained that if baling were permitted, contractors with balers would have an advantage in the bidding process, as they would be able to bid low and sell the hay once it is baled.  Road Commissioner Greg Griffin said he had changed the language of the bid documents to avoid contention.  

Clark Jones asked why the meeting on the spent fuel storage at Maine Yankee, which the federal Transportation and Storage Subcommittee will attend, could not be held at the town office instead of at Chewonki.

Steve Mehrl asked that attachments to the agenda be placed on the website.

7.  Recommendations from the Transportation Committee: Don Jones

Don Jones, Chairman of the Wiscasset Transportation Committee, said the committee recommended that the select board consider further action following the decision by the Army Corps of Engineers on the long bridge bypass route.  The committee had drafted a letter from the selectmen to the USACE requesting further consideration of Route N2A.  The committee also recommended that the town ask the USACE under the Freedom of Information act for a substantive analysis of the data used, as much of the data used by the USACE was not new.  The chairman asked that Jones discuss the letter with the new town manager and bring it back to the board for action.  

Jones said the Transportation Committee was asked to advise on a response to Chip Huber who had offered land to the town for a railroad station.  Reference was made to two railroad-station siting studies made in 2002 and 2003 and a 2009 report on the creation of a railroad station and intermodal facility on Railroad Avenue.  While the committee found that Mr. Huber’s land would be suitable for a commuter rail station, it considered that such a station would be part of the state’s transportation network and should be funded by the state or county.  Jones said there is an engineering design for the redevelopment of Railroad Avenue for an in-town station that awaits only funding.  The committee felt that if the town were considering funding anything, it should consider putting money into a matching grant for building an in-town station.

8.  Appointments to the Budget Committee:  Pam Dunning and Judy Colby

Judy Colby moved to appoint Steve Jarrett, Mark Johnson and Gregory Hammond to the Budget Committee for the remainder of the year.  Vote 5-0-0.  

9.  Board to discuss applications to the Energy Commission

Peter Arnold, Carla Dickenson and Jenny Gray have applied for the five open positions on the Energy Commission.  Ed Polewarczyk expressed concern about the duties and responsibilities of the board, specifically its authorization to spend money and represent the town rather than advising the board.  He will speak with the Town Planner about the intent of the policy.  Ed Polewarczyk moved that he and Judy Colby interview applicants for the Energy Commission and report to the board on August 17.  Vote 5-0-0.  The positions will be advertised one more time.  

10.  Town Manager’s Report

•  Discussion of proposed renovations for the Alternative Education Program building:  The RSU has requested permission to make renovations to the building, which is owned by the Town of Wiscasset but is leased to the RSU.  The proposed renovations would be paid for by RSU and would become the property of the town.  Town Manager Laurie Smith recommended that the lease be amended to clarify those terms.  Pam Dunning moved to allow the RSU 12 to go forward with renovations on the Alternative Education Program building and have the Town Manager work with them to change the language in the lease so that all modifications become the property of the Town of Wiscasset.  Vote 4-0-1.  (Colby abstained.)

•  Discuss Gateway 1 Corridor Action Plan:  The board received a letter from the Gateway 1 Steering Committee asking if Wiscasset would like to participate in the Gateway 1 plan; grant money is still available for planning.  Smith said she would like to become better acquainted with the Gateway 1 plan and recommended learning more about advantages and obligations Wiscasset would have.  Pam Dunning said that the town would have to rewrite its comprehensive plan, change several ordinances and give up the right to grant any further curb cuts on Route 1 and for that Gateway 1 would give the town $30,000 for engineering costs that would reach well over $500,000.  Smith said she would like to confirm that those conditions still exist and Ed Polewarczyk asked to join her in that review.  

•  Discuss Blue Ribbon Commission on America’s Nuclear Future:  The board received an invitation to the meeting on August 10 with the Blue Ribbon Commission on America’s Nuclear Future and Smith recommended that there be representation from the board.  Ed Polewarczyk said he planned to attend.  Polewarczyk said that Eric Howes, Maine Yankee, had offered to brief the board before the meeting and he suggested that it might be advantageous to also meet with Representative Marge Kilkelly, Chair of the Maine Yankee Community Advisory Panel.  Don Jones suggested that the town’s representative to the CAP, Steve Jarrett, ask that the meeting be held at a more convenient time and more public location.  Town Manager Laurie Smith said the meeting appears to be a learning opportunity and decisions and actions might be taken following this meeting.  

•  Election of MMA Vice President and Executive Committee Members:  Incomplete information on the candidates had been given to the board.  Ed Polewarczyk moved to postpone voting until the August 3 meeting.  Vote 5-0-0.  

•  Special Town Meeting Warrant Date:  Chris Wolfe recommended holding the special town meeting on September 28 and that the board make a decision at the August 3 meeting.  

•  Union Negotiations:  Smith asked the board to decide whether to hire David Barrett for union negotiations.  There was a consensus of the board to continue to use Barrett for the negotiations.

•  Maine Public Radio report:  Smith said that she plans to attend a meeting to hear a discussion on a report, “Making Maine Work: Critical Investments in the Maine Economy.”  The survey in the report covers why it is difficult to do business in Maine and what Maine can do to create more opportunities.  Board members will advise Smith if they plan to attend any of the meetings.

11.  Other Business

Mike Maney asked if the board had looked at the ordinances in view of changing and updating them, as he considered that the town was very business-unfriendly.  He explained his problems with the CEO.  Smith said she had a list of items that people are concerned about and she and the board will be working on the ordinances.  Ed Polewarczyk, who has attended ORC meetings, said that changing the ordinances is a lengthy process.

Polewarczyk reminded the board that the following issues need to be addressed:  The tidal power project, the RSU vacant seat, a draft policy on committee member selection, and the town’s legal access to the town clock.  

Polewarczyk asked the Town Manager to set a date for the Investment Advisory Committee to meet with Payson.  He distributed two graphs showing activity over the past year in the market value of the endowment and reserve funds and a budget comparison over the past three years.  

Bill Phinney asked the Town Manager how important, in her opinion, the planning department was, in light of the upcoming vote on the planning budget.  Smith said that almost all the issues , obstacles and challenges she encountered in the process of interviews, investigations, and talking with people related to planning.   

12.  Adjourn

Pam Dunning moved to adjourn.  Vote 5-0-0.  
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