TOWN OF WISCASSSET 

BUDGET COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

July 22 and continuation on July 27, 2010

 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Phill DiVece at 6:30 PM at the Wiscasset Municipal Building

 

Budget committee members in attendance: (July 22) Constance Schumann, Greg Hammond, Mark Johnson, Phill DiVece, Richard Hanson, Sherri Dunbar, Steve Mehrl and Steve Jarrett. Absent from the meeting was Evan Goodkowsky; (July 27) Constance Schumann, Greg Hammond, Phill Divece, Richard Hanson, Sherri Dunbar, Steve Mehrl and Steve Jarrett. Absent from the meeting were Evan Goodkowsky and Mark Johnson. ,

 

 

Chairman Phill DiVece welcomed Town Manager Laurie Smith and two new members Steve Jarrett, Mark Johnson and Greg Hammond to the meeting. Chairman Phill DiVece asked Town Manager Laurie Smith to speak to the committee on her background and general concerns, which Laurie did. 

 

Chairman Phil DiVece acknowledged that the budget committee would have an agenda item for public comment at each meeting and offered the public the opportunity to comment. Having no public comments the meeting proceeded. 

 

The minutes from 16 June were offered for approval; Steve Mehrl made a motion to accept the minutes and Sherri Dunbar seconded the motion – the minutes were accepted. 

 

Chairman Phill DiVece provided information on the Right to Know Law and pamphlets were passed to each member needing to read and sign the sheet at the end that need to be passed to the Town Clerk for acknowledgement of completion. 

 

Chairman Phill DiVece provided information on the responsibilities of the Budget Committee Members and our role in supporting the town and the Selectmen.  

 

The committee agreed to continue meeting on the 3rd Thursday of each month. 

 

The next portion of the meeting on the Ballot questions was supported by Steve M. presenting the information of the budget in a screen so all could follow the budgets being discussed. 

 

The DRAFT ballot was presented and each article was discussed to ensure members understanding and budgets representing articles that had funding associated with them. The wording for “The Budget Committee recommends (example 5-0) was discussed to ensure citizens understand what the numbers represent. A couple of options were discussed. 

 

The committee requested that mention that the DEP recommends that the town have a generator to support sewage transfer from pumping stations be added to Question # 9. 

 

Jeffrey Hinderliter spoke to Planning Budget Cuts and paring down costs. This led to a discussion on replacing Jeffrey’s Computer/ having a review of computer assets in the Town Office. Constance addressed the public perception/confusion of a Town Planner, Codes Enforcement Office and Economic Development Representative expectations. 

 

A discussion ensued on providing information to the citizens on a regular to ensure better understanding of how the departments function. TM Laurie Smith acknowledged the need keep citizens informed and will address this concern. 

 

Rick Lange was next and addressed that his position was also tasked with being the Health Officer, Safety Coordinator and Ordinance Review but the position was less than 40 hours. . 

 

Erv Deck addressed additional reductions in the Air Port Budget, offsetting revenues and the Master Planning task required by the FAA. 

 

Peter Dalton reviewed the funding that was put back into the Waterfront and Harbors.

 

There was a discussion on the request to review the wording on the warrant articles referring to “Budget Committee Recommendation: For____, Opposed_____, Abstained/Absent _________.” TM Laurie Smith to work out the final wording. 

 

The meeting was adjourned to be taken up at after the Selectmen vote their considerations on 27 July, 2010.

 

The Wiscasset Budget Committee meeting resumed on 27 July, 2010 as the Selectmen’s meeting recessed for the Budget Committee to take positions at the table and vote the articles:

Article 3 – Sherri Dunbar - Motioned to accept the article as written – Seconded by Steve Jarrett – For 6, Opposed 1

Article 4 – Richard Hanson – Motioned to accept the article as written – Seconded by Constance Schumann – For 7, Opposed 0.

Article 5 – Richard Hanson – Motioned to accept the article as written – Seconded by Sherri Dunbar – For 7, Opposed 0.

Article 6 – Steve Jarrett – Motioned to accept the article as written – Seconded by Constance Schumann – For 7, Opposed 0.

Article 7 – Steve Jarrett – Motioned to accept the article as written – Seconded by Richard Hanson – For 7, Opposed 0.

Article 8 – Steve Mehrl – Motioned to accept the article as written – Seconded by Steve Jarrett – For 5, Opposed 2.

Article 9 - Richard Hanson – Motioned to accept the article as written – Seconded by Steve Mehrl – For 7, Opposed 0.

 

Upon completion of the vote the Budget Committee meeting adjourned and the Selectmen’s meeting came out of recess to adjourn.

 

Minutes crafted by,

Steve Mehrl

Budget Committee Clerk 

