WISCASSET BOARD OF SELECTMEN

JULY 27, 2010









        (tape recorded meeting)

Present:
Bob Blagden, Vice Chairman Judy Colby, Chairman David Nichols, Ed 



Polewarczyk and Town Manager Laurie Smith

Absent:

Pam Dunning

1.  Call to Order

The chairman called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.  

2.  Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America

3.  Citizen Comment

Judy Flanagan thanked the board and town manager for displaying the artwork of middle and primary school students as part of the 250th anniversary celebration.

4.  Set the Special Town Meeting date for September 14, 2010

David Nichols moved to set the town meeting date for September 14, 2010 at the Community Center from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.  Vote 4-0-0.

5.  Vote on Warrant Articles for the Budget

David Nichols read the Wiscasset Town Warrant for September 14, 2010.

Article 2:  Bob Blagden objected to Article 2 allowing the selectmen to expend 3/12 of the previous year’s budget if a budget item fails to pass.  He said that since spending 3/12 of the budget was approved in June, this would allow expenditure of half the annual budget for budget items that did not pass.  Steve Mehrl pointed out that 3/12 of the budget may be necessary for closing down a department if no budget was approved.  Ed Polewarczyk moved to recommend Article 2 as written.  Vote 3-1-0.  (Blagden opposed). 

Article 3 - Municipal Planning Budget:  Judy Colby moved to recommend Article 3 as written.  The Planning budget has been separated from the Code Enforcement and Municipal Boards and Committees budgets.  The Planning budget has been reduced approximately $2,000.  Town Planner Jeffrey Hinderliter pointed out the tax income that has been created by new developments such as McDonald’s and Money C Monkey Do, both of which involved the planning department.  Bob Blagden suggested the budget be reduced by 20%.  Katharine Martin Savage spoke in favor of the planning budget.  Town Manager Laurie Smith said that the budget had been reduced from previous years and she asked the community to support the planning department because it provides resources to resolve issues such as ordinances, development, and being business-friendly.  Vote 3-1-0 (Blagden opposed).

Article 4 - Code Enforcement Budget:  Expenditures have been reduced $2,000.  Laurie Smith said that with the new State code, the town would need a CEO in place.  Rick Lang said one of the projects he had been working on was the cleanup of a contaminated property in town.  Although the brownfield grant, which he had applied for, had not been funded, the DEP in conjunction with CEI Consultants will be removing oil tanks from the property and this remediation will save the town $30,000 in clean-up costs.  In addition to his code enforcement duties, Lang, who works 30 to 34 hours per week, also serves as health officer, safety coordinator and with the Ordinance Review Committee.  Ed Polewarczyk moved to accept as written.  Vote 4-0-0.

Article 5 - Municipal Boards and Committees:  Judy Colby moved to approve as written.  Vote 4-0-0.

Article 6 - Police Department:  The budget does not include a police chief but will provide 24-hour coverage.  Lt. John Allen said the part-time officer budget has been added and the reserve officer budget has been reduced.  David Nichols moved to accept as read.  Vote 4-0-0.

Article 7 - Airport:  Changes included correcting FICA and Medicare, adding a Heating oil line item, and actual numbers (which were not available for the budget in June) were used for haying,  insurance, equipment and master plan update.  The airport generates $22,000 in property taxes from the hangars.  David Nichols moved to accept Article 7 as written.  Bob Blagden asked that the haying issue be addressed before next year, as it will cost more than $2000 next year to mow with the grass left on the ground this year.  Vote 4-0-0.

Article 8 - Waterfront and Harbors:  Ed Polewarczyk moved to accept as written.  Adjustments had been made to FICA and Medicare.  Wages were brought back to $15,000 and the boat expense was brought back to $2,000 (both of which were reduced in the June budget).  Duties of the harbormaster and previous changes were discussed.  Katharine Martin-Savage spoke in favor of this budget item.  Vote 4-0-0.   

Waste Water Treatment Plan Generator:  This article asks authorization to transfer $20,000 from the WWTP Impact Fee account to the WWTP Generator Account to purchase a generator for the WWTP and pump station operations.  The WWTP license is dependent upon state approval that requires a plan to address issues, one of which is the installation of a generator connection at the WWTP, and the town has been advised it can use impact fees for a generator.  Ed Polewarczyk moved to accept Article 9 as written.  Vote 4-0-0.  

6.  Authorize Town Manager to commit a 2.5% match to the Airport Grant Master Plan, not to exceed $4,000

Ed Polewarczyk moved to authorize the Town Manager in accordance with the agenda item.  This amount is the town’s match for a $150,000 federal grant.  Vote 4-0-0.  

The Tax Anticipation Note bids were opened earlier in the day with Androscoggin Bank being the low bidder at 1.69% for the total amount and 1.79% for allotments; the authorization for the TAN will be made at the next meeting.

The town manager met with Maine Yankee regarding the August 10 meeting.  Maine Yankee encouraged the selectmen to attend the 9 a.m. public meeting.  A tour and discussion of remediation issues will be scheduled at another time. 

The board recessed for 20 minutes to allow the budget committee to vote on the warrant articles.  The meeting resumed at 8:01 p.m.

7  Adjourn  

Judy Colby moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:01 p.m.  Vote 4-0-0.
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