WISCASSET BOARD OF SELECTMEN

AUGUST 10, 2010

Present:
Bob Blagden, Vice Chairman Judy Colby, Pam Dunning, Chairman David 


Nichols, Ed Polewarczyk and Town Manager Laurie Smith

1.  Call to Order

The chairman called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.

2.  Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America

3.  Special Presentations or Awards:  None

4.  Committee Appointments:  None

5.  Public Hearings:  None

6.  Public Comment

Steve Jarrett thanked the town officers and members of the public who had attended the meeting at Chewonki with the Blue Ribbon Commission on America’s Nuclear Future.

7.  Department Head or Committee Chair Report


A.  Town of Wiscasset’s application to the 2010 Clean Water State Revolving Fund:  Town Manager Laurie Smith said the town had received a rating sufficient high enough to qualify for a $1.5 million loan at 1.5% interest with 5% principal forgiveness.  A condition of the agreement is that the town would implement an asset management plan and reserve $8,000 per year for the next five years.  Under the agreement the town would receive $20,000 for an energy audit.


Smith questioned whether this was the right time to incur a debt of this size.  She and Buck Rines, Wastewater Treatment Plant Manager, had determined there were other priorities to be addressed.  Repayment on a loan of $1 million would be $55,000 per year. 


David Nichols moved that the Board authorizes the Town Manager to submit the Applicant Agreement to comply with the 2010 Clean Water State Revolving Fund Requirements.


During the discussion on the motion, Smith pointed out that the application had been made for funds to coincide with the Water District’s work on Main Street.  There was no current plan for repayment of the loan.  Completing only some of the priorities on the list was considered as well as increasing sewer fees by 1/2¢ to 1¢ to repay a loan of, for example, $300,000 for 20 years at $16-17,000 per year.  There is currently $70,000 in outstanding sewer bills.  There was a general consensus that in view of the other state monies, which might become available, the application should not be submitted until the town had determined its priorities and its ability to pay for them.  Vote 0-5-0.

8.  Unfinished Business:  None

9.  New Business:  None

10.  Town Manager’s Report:  None

11.  Other Board Business

Judy Colby moved to nominate Kami Peaslee to the RSU school Board.  Vote 5-0-0.

12.  Adjournment

At 7:30 p.m., Judy Colby moved to adjourn the meeting.  Vote 5-0-0.
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