WISCASSET BOARD OF SELECTMEN,
BOARD OF ASSESSORS AND OVERSEERS OF THE POOR

DECEMBER 7, 2010 










(tape recorded meeting)

Present:
Bob Blagden, Vice Chairman Judy Colby, Pam Dunning, Chairman David 


Nichols, Ed Polewarczyk and Town Manager Laurie Smith

1.  Call to Order

The chairman called the meeting to order at 6 p.m.

2.  Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America

3.  Report from Jeffrey Hinderliter and the Ordinance Review Committee regarding the sign and ordinance revisions

David Nichols moved that the Board of Selectmen request the Ordinance Review Committee to continue the work as outlined in the December 7 memo from the Town Planner, including the Mass Gathering Ordinance from the ORC.  

Town Planner Jeffrey Hinderliter introduced members of the ORC committee.  He presented an update of the ORC’s work as outlined in his memo to the board dated December 7, 2010.  The ORC’s work on the Village Waterfront Ordinance is complete and includes changes requested by the board (removal of parking standard and Castle Tucker from the zone).  Ed Polewarczyk asked for a flowchart showing the status of each ordinance, and for clarification of several items in the Village Waterfront District ordinance, i.e. exclusion of Castle Tucker, setbacks, grandfathered uses, subjectivity of language, height limitation and inclusion of standards common to other ordinances.  The chairman recommended that Polewarczyk meet with the ORC with any further questions or concerns.  A public informational meeting and public hearing will be held before the ordinance is placed on the warrant for voter approval.  State approval will follow town approval.   
Hinderliter said completion of the Shoreland ordinance is a priority for the June Town Meeting.
Smith said the Sewer ordinance was not a priority and that engineering assistance will be necessary to complete that ordinance; however, the Sign and Route 1 Business ordinances were greater priorities.  

Hinderliter said the ORC was working on a complete revision of the sign ordinance.  Representatives of the business community attended the last meeting of the ORC with their input.  A final draft will be complete by January and public informational meetings will be scheduled. 
Hinderliter said that the committee was trying to allow in some areas an increase in allowable signage square footage while trying to maintain orderly aesthetics.  There will be separate standards for the downtown area.  Business directional signs will also be addressed.  
The ORC will begin work on the Special Amusement and Mass Gathering ordinance and Hinderliter asked whether this was a priority or if the current checklist addressed the board’s needs.  There was a consensus that the application checklist covered the concerns of the board and a new ordinance was not a priority.  Vote 5-0-0.

4.  George Freeman to discuss request for ordinance change
Jeffrey Hinderliter said there was an issue with the residential zoning in part of the downtown area in that it required a minimum lot size of one acre and only residential uses were allowed, precluding business uses in this area.  George Freeman, part owner of the Ledges on Route 1, is requesting consideration of a zoning change to allow multiple uses in the building.  Hinderliter asked for authorization to proceed with consideration of an extension of the downtown business district for two blocks, which would include the area bounded by Route 1, Washington Street and Federal Street.  This area covers ten lots, two of which are owned by the town.  The change would include the elimination of the minimum lot size requirement, the building setback requirement, and the off-street parking requirement and would allow an increase in permissible land uses.  It was suggested that the other side of the Route 1 also be considered.  Judy Colby moved that the Board of Selectmen request the ORC to draft the necessary changes to the downtown business zoning district.  Vote 5-0-0.  
After a five-minute recess, the public hearing was opened at 7:10 p.m.

PUBLIC HEARING

Doug White, owner of the Wiscasset Raceway, LLC, in reference to Oxxfest and Countryfest
David Nichols moved that the Board of Selectmen approve the Special Amusement Permits for Oxxfest and Countryfest contingent upon all final plans being submitted 90 days prior to the event.  Any payment for Town resources will be paid ten days prior to the event.  

The chairman read a letter from Attorney Timothy Zerillo, representing Rhonda and Dale Hamlin, opposing the granting of the permits citing insufficient bathrooms, safety hazards, number of people removed from the concert, lack of sufficient water, public urination on the Hamlin’s property, need to move the Hamlin’s horse from their property and excessive trash.  Sherri Dunbar also spoke in opposition and referred to the list of concerns from the Lt John Allen of the Wiscasset Police Department.  Skip Taylor asked that taxes owed on the raceway be paid before a permit is issued.  Jenny Gray and Kim Hunter also spoke in opposition.  Bob Marcus spoke in favor of the event.
Steve Smith, speaking on behalf of the applicant, said many of the concerns of the police and others had been addressed; in the future, tickets for the event will include parking, eliminating the possibility of nearby residents taking a fee for parking and creating traffic and pedestrian problems.  Lack of adequate bathroom facilities and fencing and control of foul language will be addressed.  Smith said the show might be held in Bangor and there was only a 25% chance that the show would be held at the raceway.  Vote 5-0-0.  The public hearing closed at 7:44 p.m.
6.  Approval of Treasurer’s Warrant:  November 23, 2010, November 30, 2010 and December 7, 2010

Judy Colby moved to approve the Treasurer’s Warrants of November 23, November 30 and December 7, 2010.  Vote 5-0-0.

7.  Approval of Minutes:  November 16, 2010
Ed Polewarczyk moved to accept the minutes of November 16, 2010.  Vote 4-0-1.

8.  Special Presentations or Awards


A.  Eric Howes:  Maine Yankee update


Eric Howes, Government and Public Affairs Officer for Maine Yankee, said he had earlier given the selectmen an update and tour of the property.  He said the spent nuclear fuel, which has been stored at Bailey Point since the closure of the plant, is likely to be there for many years.  The United States Department of Energy is responsible for the removal and disposal of the material under law and contract, although it is unknown when that might happen.  In the meantime, Maine Yankee is responsible for securing the stored fuel in accordance with Nuclear Regulatory Commission regulations including security, emergency planning, radiological monitoring and insurance.  All plant structures were removed and the site restored for commercial use.  He described the storage of the spent nuclear fuel in 60 dry cask storage containers, and an additional four cask containers that hold irradiated steel; the 64 casks sit on 16 concrete pads.  

Howes said that the spent nuclear fuel was originally intended to be shipped to Yucca Mountain, Nevada, but that is no longer an option, as the Department of Energy under the Obama administration withdrew the license application for disposal at Yucca Mountain that had been made under the previous administration.  Ratepayers have paid $33 billion in exchange for the disposal of the material, which has not occurred.  Litigation is ongoing.  Maine Yankee is working with Maine’s congressional delegation to effect policy.  

Phil DiVece, former selectman, asked if there were any plans to address an additional Maine Yankee site, identified as radiological, which was originally underneath the containment area.  Eric Howes said that area had been fully cleaned up.  
10.  Public Comment

Ann Schneider voiced her opposition to the proposed Wiscasset bypass as a misuse of people’s property and commented there had been a lack of town representation on the bypass task force speaking for those who would be affected by the bypass.  She asked that a town representative of those opposing the bypass be present at the upcoming bypass meeting on December 15.  She said she had received misleading or contradictory information from the state on the taking of her land.   

Schneider also brought the board’s attention to the lack of sidewalks on Route 218 and the federal grants available to promote sidewalks.  Pam Dunning replied that County Planner Bob Faunce has been working on obtaining these grants for Wiscasset.

11.  Department Head or Committee Chair Report - None

12.  Unfinished Business


A.  Open bids for Property Clean-up at 182 Alna Rd. - postponed


B.  Rick Lang:  Update on the Koehling property


Todd Coffin, GEI Consultants, who has been working with the town on the disposition of the Koehling property at 215 Gardiner Road, identified those areas where removal of contaminants would be necessary and those areas of residual soil and ground water contamination that would have to be managed or cleaned up.  Any future construction would require a deed restriction with a prohibition on the use of well water and requirement for a vapor barrier for the building.  Coffin recommended that from a cost standpoint, burning would be valuable as a training exercise and would reduce the volume of debris that would have to be removed from the property.  David Nichols moved that the Board of Selectmen authorize the Code Enforcement Officer to coordinate the burning and disposal of the building and prepare the property bid documents.  Bob Blagden said it seemed ridiculous to burn a taxable property valued at over $100,000.  Rick Lang, CEO, said that the value had been reduced to $6-8,000, the interior of the building and plumbing were non-existent.  Vote 4-1-0.  

In response to Laurie Smith’s request for an update on the Hart property, Lang said that before the mobile homes can be burned or torn down, a lead and asbestos assessment had to be made.  He is contacting the state DEP for possible resources for the cost of the assessment, estimated to be $2-3,000.
13.  New Business


A.  Budget Committee request to meet with the Auditor


David Nichols moved that the Board of Selectmen authorize the Town Auditor to meet with the Budget Committee.  Vote 5-0-0.


B.  Corrected Tax Commitment for September 23, 2009


David Nichols moved that the Board of Selectmen approve the corrected 2009 Commitment for the error in the TIF financing amount as submitted by Assessors’ Agent, Sue Varney.  Vote 5-0-0.


In response to Steve Mehrl’s question, Laurie Smith said that the TIF takes into account both real estate and personal property evaluations.  When the BETTE program was adopted, the new personal property that Rynel purchased was exempt at the town level.  The town, however, can request reimbursement from the State for taxes on that personal property.  The town has the option to shelter the funds, but as this was not done in previous years, the town was allowed to correct reports for those years in order to claim reimbursement.  There was a difference of approximately $10,000.  
14.  Town Manager’s Report


A.  Winter Carnival - February 5, 2011:  A second winter carnival will be held with the 250th Celebration committee, the Chewonki Foundation, schools and the Community Center contributing to the planning.  With board approval, fireworks will be contracted for at $2500, using leftover funds from the 250th celebration.

B.  Town of Wiscasset Eyecare Plan:  Maine Municipal Employees Health Trust is offering a voluntary vision plan at the employees’ cost.  Pam Dunning moved that the Town of Wiscasset offer the vision plan to employees effective January 1, 2011 at 100% premium paid by the employee.  Vote 5-0-0.  


C.  Street Light Update:  Smith reported that Lt. Allen had assessed the need for a streetlight at the Fore Street and Fort Hill intersection and found it unnecessary.  Regarding the reduction of streetlights, the police found that the majority are at intersections and necessary for street name identification.


D.  Employee Holiday Luncheon:  The potluck luncheon will be held at noon on December 15 at the Community Center.


E.  RSU Update:  Smith will be meeting with the Department of Education on December 10 and has requested a meeting with the RSU superintendent, Wiscasset RSU members and chair of the RSU.  


F.  FRDC Foreclosure Update:  The Ferry Road foreclosure was cancelled when $349,000 was paid, which included outstanding principal payments, fees, interest, penalties and charges related to the foreclosure process.  There is still outstanding $35,000 to $40,000 in taxes for 2008, 2009 and 2010, and two liens have been filed. 

Smith said that foreclosure notices were sent out on properties where 2008 taxes have not been paid with the exception of four Mason Station properties where asbestos is present.


G.  Bypass Meeting:  A meeting will be held by the MDOT at 6:30 p.m. on December 15 at the Edgecomb Eddy School for an overview of the bypass situation with a 30-minute public comment period at the end of the meeting.

H.  Budget Schedule FY 2012:  Smith presented a draft schedule for budget meetings to be held on Tuesday and Thursday evenings beginning in January.

I.  State Planning Office Shore and Harbor Grant:  Smith reported she had applied for a $20,000 grant, the deadline for which was December 6.  The grant would cover engineering plans for repair of the White’s Island Bridge.  Pam Dunning moved to authorize the Town Manager to move forward in pursuing the Shore and Harbor Grant from the State Planning Office.  Vote 5-0-0.   A second grant will be necessary for the actual repair.
15.  Other Board Business

Bill Phinney announced the results of the vote to fund the planning department:  186 for, 76 opposed.  

The chairman read the list of upcoming meetings and urged residents to take a gift tag from the tree in the municipal building and donate a gift to a child.  

Steve Mehrl announced a Budget Committee meeting would be held on December 16 at 6:30 p.m. and asked that the auditor be invited to attend.

16.  Adjournment

At 8:55 p.m., Judy Colby moved to adjourn.  Vote 5-0-0.
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