
WISCASSET BOARD OF SELECTMEN,
BOARD OF ASSESSORS AND OVERSEERS OF THE POOR

JUNE 4, 2013

Present:
Judy Colby, Bill Curtis, Chair Pam Dunning, Vice Chair Ed Polewarczyk, Jeff Slack and Town Manager Laurie Smith

1.  Call to Order

Chair Pam Dunning called the meeting to order at 6 p.m.  

2.  6 p.m. Executive Session to discuss poverty abatements

Judy Colby moved to go into Executive Session Pursuant to Title 1, M.R.S.A. §405(6)(C), for the 
purpose of discussing Poverty Tax Abatements.  Vote 5-0-0.  The board entered executive session at 
6:01 and exited at 6:29 p.m.  Bill Curtis moved to come out of executive session.  Vote 5-0-0.  Ed 
Polewarczyk moved to grant poverty abatement No. 2013-2 for $14,733.80.  Vote 5-0-0.
Dunning moved to go into Executive Session pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. §405 (6)(C) to discuss Real Estate 

and Economic Development regarding Ferry Road Properties.  Vote 5-0-0.  The board entered executive session at 6:30 and exited at 6:52 p.m.  Ed Polewarczyk moved to come out of executive session.  Vote 5-0-0.  

3.  Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America

4.  Approval of Treasurer’s Warrant:  May 28, 2013 and June 4, 2013

Ed Polewarczyk moved to approve the Treasurer’s Warrant of May 28, 2013.  Vote 5-0-0.  Judy Colby moved to approve the Treasurer’s Warrant of June 4, 2013.  Vote 5-0-0.

5.  Approval of Minutes:  May 13, 2013 and May 21, 2013

Ed Polewarczyk moved to approve the minutes of May 13, 2013.  Vote 5-0-0.  Judy Colby moved to approve the minutes of May 21, 2013.  Vote 5-0-0.

6.  Special Presentation or Awards
Pam Dunning announced that Garrett Lear had been awarded the $500 Lawrence B. Haggett Memorial Scholarship and Zachary Ellison had been awarded the $1,000 General John and Mrs. Jeannette French Scholarship.  

Pam Dunning recognized the long history of public service by Bill Curtis who served the town as an EMT for 28 years, was Deputy Director and later Director of the Ambulance Service, served as Selectman and has been an asset to the town.  He was honored on this, his last meeting as Selectman.  
7.  Appointments

A.  Executive Session regarding personnel

Judy Colby moved that the Board of Selectmen go into Executive Session pursuant to Title 1, M.R.S.A.§405 (6)(A) to discuss personnel.  Vote 5-0-0.  The board entered executive session at 7 p.m. and exited at 7:02 p.m.  Judy Colby moved to come out of executive session.  Vote 5-0-0.
Bill Curtis moved to vote on 7.a.1 through 11 as one item.  Vote 5-0-0.  Bill Curtis moved to approve the appointments 7.a.1 through 7.a.11.  Vote 5-0-0.  The following appointments were approved:  Cynthia Collamore to Ad Hoc Cemetery Committee, term to expire June 4, 2014; Kevin Sprague to the Airport Committee, term to expire December 31, 2016; Bryan Buck to the Airport Committee, term to expire December 31, 2016; Peter Rines to the Appeals Board, term to expire December 31, 2016; Larry Barnes to the Conservation Commission, term to expire December 31, 2016; Jackie Lowell to the Ordinance Review Committee, term to expire December 31, 2016; Jackie Lowell to the Planning Board, term to expire December 31, 2016; Al Cohen to the Ordinance Review Committee, term to expire December 31, 2016; Al Cohen to the Planning Board, term to expire December 31, 2016; Peter Fairfield to the Shellfish Committee, term to expire December 31, 2016; John Pringle to the Waterfront Committee, term to expire December 31, 2016.
8.  Public Comment

Bob Blagden thanked Bill Curtis for his service.  
Blagden said he was concerned with the lack of process in dealing with tax-acquired properties; and dealing with abutters was a terrible way to go.  He said that the properties should be marketed to the largest number of people possible instead of to one or two abutters.  

Blagden said dividing the property on Middle Street made no sense.  Demolishing the building would be more difficult if the property were divided and the storage shed which is close to the house were sold to an abutter.  He was in favor of putting the property out to bid.
Norman Guidoboni asked if the property could be legally divided.  Pam Dunning said nothing had been decided regarding the lot. 
9.  Department Head or Committee Chair Report – none

10.  Unfinished Business

A.  Wiscasset Conservation Commission recommendation regarding Montsweag Brook Parcel

Anne Leslie presented an update on the former CMP parcel on Montsweag Brook.  She gave a brief background of the acquisition, listed goals for the property and possible uses and issues to be resolved such as access to the property.  Current access is not attractive, and although it is a town road, abutters have concerns about trespassing and gates.  The commission has met with Dawn Hallowell regarding a management plan for the parcel and among the next steps to be taken are clarifying whether the boundary markings are adequate, hiring an engineer to inspect the dam, and determining whether the funds from CMP for maintenance of the dam could be used for trail-making and maintenance.  
Laurie Smith said that the board had not taken any action since the last meeting regarding the parcel, but could now give direction to the commission.  Regarding the funds from CMP, Attorney Jumper had said that they could be used as the town determined, not necessarily for maintenance of the dam.  The funds are invested with H.M. Payson.  Board members preferred to delay any decision until the second meeting in July after the election and when they have had an opportunity to inspect the dam.
B.  Tax acquired property

Judy Colby moved to authorize the Town Manager to place the following tax-acquired property out to bid:  Denovo, LLC, U.S. Route 1, Map U-17, Lot 4B.  Vote 5-0-0

C.  Sign Quit Claim Deed

Jeff Slack moved to sign the Quit Claim Deed for Lawreston Crute, 96 Chewonki Neck Road, Unit A1, Map U21, Lot 009-001-A01.  Vote 5-0-0.

11. New Business

A.  Open 2013 Bituminous Paving Bid:  The following bids were received:






Old Dresden Road
Indian Road

Hagar Enterprises


$49,584.00

$55,635.00
Lane Construction


$47,640.00

$49,775.00

Harry Crooker



$54,283.00

$50,100.00

Marriner, Inc.



$45,189.25

$48,725.80

Pike Industries



$46,330.00

$50,102.00

Judy Colby moved to authorize the Road Commissioner to award the bid to the lowest qualified bidder.  5-0-0.

B.  Police Cruiser Replacement Discussion

Chief Cline outlined the need for a cruiser to replace the vehicle that had been totaled.  He said a new cruiser with all the necessary equipment could be purchased from Newcastle Dodge for $18,777.57 plus the insurance proceeds of $9,250.  The light bar from the previous vehicle could be used, but he would like to have a push bumper installed on the new car.  The board discussed possible sources of funds to purchase the vehicle including using contingency or capital improvement funds or scheduling an open town meeting to vote on appropriating the funds.   If funds were approved, a bid process would then take place.  The Town Manager will outline for the board the steps to be taken for a special town meeting including notifying the Budget Committee and setting a date to sign the warrant.
C.  Sign School Warrants:   Judy Colby moved to sign the School Warrants for the RSU vote on June 28th.  Vote 5-0-0.

12.  Town Manager’s Report

Smith invited the board to Business after Hours at the airport on June 13 at 5:30.  The Chamber of Commerce has invited Boothbay and South Mid-coast chambers to discuss the August 6 event at the airport.
The Maine Department of Education Commissioner’s office will be sending a conditional approval of the RSU 12 withdrawal plan to Wiscasset, and a public hearing is scheduled on July 9 at 7 p.m. at the Wiscasset Middle School gym to discuss the merits of the proposed agreement of withdrawal.  Within 30 days following the public hearing, the Withdrawal Committee can recommend changes based on the public hearing and forward them to the commissioner at which time negotiations will take place.  Another public hearing will be held before the Town vote in November. 
The Town has received notice that its application is eligible for funding under the Rural Development Program (formerly USDA) for sewer upgrades in certain low income areas.   The Town must agree to conditions before moving into the application stage for the loan and grant program.  Projects discussed with USda are pump stations 10 and 11, Federal Street force main upgrade and intercept line, and Birch Point intercept line.  Cost of all the work is estimated at $1.2 million and a 30-year loan at 2.75% is available.  The Town can decide whether all or part of the work will be done.  The board was unanimous in favor of proceeding with the application.
With regard to the Ethel Barnett property on Water Street, Smith said the Town is going forward with the inspection and changing locks.  The abutter has indicated he is still interested in acquiring a part of the property with the shed.  Another property owner in the village is interested in acquiring and developing the property for residential or commercial use.  Cost of demolition and unpaid taxes amount to approximately $50,000.  The board discussed all the options for the property including putting the property out to bid but will not make a decision until a report on the hazardous material is received.  
13.  Other Business – none

14.  Adjournment

Judy Colby moved to adjourn.  Vote 5-0-0.
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