WISCASSET PLANNING BOARD
MINUTES, SEPTEMBER 8, 2014

Present:
Al Cohen, Tony Gatti, Jackie Lowell, Peter McRae, Lester Morse, Karl Olson, Debra Pooler, and Chairman Ray Soule

1.  Call to Order

The chairman called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.

2.  Approve August 25, 2014 minutes

Al Cohen moved to approve the minutes as submitted.  Vote 5-0-3.

3.  Richard Forrest – Building permit for two-car garage in a village district requiring Planning Board approval, 14 Warren Street, U02, Lot 10

Richard Forrest presented plans for a two-car cedar clapboard garage at 14 Warren Street that will match the house on the property.  The Planning Board has the authority to review the application for compliance with Section 9.1.1 and 9.1.2 of the ordinance that deals with the appearance of new structures and additions to existing structures before the code enforcement officer issues a building permit.  Tony Gatti moved to approve the application.  Vote 8-0-0.
4.  Allen Cohen – Site Plan Review for 35’ x 60’ addition to storage building, 2 JB’s Way, R0-7, Lot 8A

Al Cohen and his surveyor Karl Olson recused themselves.  Cohen described the 35’ x 60’ addition to a 60’ x 43’ building on JB’s Way, which will be used for storage of fireworks.  The State Fire Marshal has approved the building.   Town Planner Misty Parker said the storage facility is screened from residential properties and no residences are in close proximity to the facility.  
Tom Bryant, an abutter, expressed his concern about the storage of fireworks near his house.  He said he was not notified that fireworks would be stored in the building.  Mrs. Bryant expressed concern about the possibility of insurance rates being raised because of fireworks stored on the abutting property.   Cohen said the building will be 200-300 feet from the Bryant’s garage and even further from their house.  He said he bought the property to store merchandise and it is well marked as required by the Fire Marshal.  Debra Pooler said that although there is no ordinance prohibiting the use, it is difficult not to consider the neighbors and asked whether the ordinance should be revised.  
Parker said that according to the ordinance, the use was permitted and the board would have to rely on the State Fire Marshal’s standards for the storage of fireworks.  
Peter McRae moved to find the application complete:  Vote 5-1-2.  (Pooler opposed, Cohen and Olson abstained.)  Cohen responded orally to the Site Plan review standards as follows
A.  Utilization of site:  Same as now.

B.  Traffic Access:  Via Birch Point Road.
C.  Parking Layout and Design:  Already existing.

D.  Pedestrian Access:  NA.

E.  Buildings:  Small addition to storage building.

F.  Storage of Materials:  All inside.

G.  Water Supply:  Town.

H.  Sewage Disposal:  Town

I.  Utilities:  CMP.

J.  Natural Features:  None changed.

K.  Water Quality Protection:  No water used.

L.  Hazardous, Special and Radioactive Material:  Fireworks storage approved and inspected by State Fire Marshal’s office.

M.  Shoreland Relationship:  NA.
N.  Capacity of Applicant:  Financially stable and bank approved.

O.  Solid Waste Management:  No waste generated.

P.  Historic and Archaeological Resources:  None.

Q.  Floodplain Management:  NA.

R.  Off-site Improvements:  NA.

S.  Groundwater Protection:  Storage only.

T.  Erosion Control:  Silt fence and approved erosion methods during construction.

U.  Buffering:  Buffered by trees already existing.

V.  Additional Route 1 Design Standards:  NA.

Peter McRae moved that the applicant had met the performance standards.  Vote 6-0-2.  (Cohen and Olson abstained, as they had recused themselves from consideration of the application.)
 5.  Other Business
Parker reported she had met with Cecilio Juntura and the DOT regarding the requirements of the entrance permit.  Juntura will limit the access to his parking lot to 30 feet, by using railroad ties to block off any other access.  The Code Enforcement Officer will confirm that the terms of the entrance permit are being met.
6.  Adjournment

Al Cohen moved to adjourn at 7:33 p.m.  Vote 8-0-0.

