
Ad Hoc Cemetery Committee Minutes

8 September 2014

Present: Don Jones, chairman; David Sutter; and Cindy Collamore
Absent: None

The meeting was called to order at 7:05pm. The minutes of August 4 were approved as presented. 
David brought to the committee's attention complaints he had received from Della and Ralph Hilton about shrubs being cut from their parents grave at Woodlawn Cemetery this year. Don pointed out that the schedule approved by the selectmen called for illegal trees and shrubs at Woodlawn Cemetery to be removed after September 2016. Cindy was concerned that the Hiltons had apparently not been notified that the shrubs were going to be removed ahead of schedule. The committee asked Don to discuss with the new town manager, whether the original approved schedule was being followed or had been changed, and whether there had been any notification.
David renewed his complaint to the committee that cemetery perpetual care funds were being improperly spent, because there are no trustee currently appointed to approve expenditures from the perpetual care fund. The committee asked David to discuss his concerns with Ms Anderson and report back.
The committee continued its discussion from the prior meeting about developing a policy on selling back to the town unwanted cemetery spaces. After wrestling with many problematic aspects of such a policy the committee agreed to continue the discussion at the next meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 8:35pm. The next meeting will be on Monday October 6.

Respectfully submitted,

Donald Jones, chairman

Postscript: The Hiltons' complaint was determined by the town manager to be without merit. The approved cemetery improvement schedule is being followed. Any pruning of shrubs at the Hilton grave was not done by the town.
