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Ad Hoc Cemetery Committee Minutes

2 March 2015

Present: Don Jones, chairman; Jason Putnam; David Sutter; and Cindy Collamore
Absent: None


The meeting was called to order at 7:20pm. Don and Jason reported their attendance at the February 3 selectmen's meeting where the committee’s recommended policy on repurchase and transfer of ownership of burial lots in the Wiscasset public cemeteries was discussed. No action was taken by the selectmen at that meeting. Then the committee reviewed for uncompleted tasks the Town manager's memos of Dec 21, 2012 and January 24 2013 which listed tasks for the committee. 


One uncompleted task related to the problem with selling burial plots in Jackson cemetery. Based on review by the chairman of the Jackson Cemetery file in the town office, the committee voted 4-0-0 to recommend that the selectmen hire a professional land surveyor using funds in the Jackson Cemetery Trust in order to create a grid map of lots for the Jackson Cemetery based on original land deeds, existing monuments in the cemetery, and sketches in the Jackson file.


Another uncompleted task was the list of deceased veterans and burial locations. The committee had unsuccessfully tried to obtain a copy of the existing list maintained by the local American Legion post on behalf of the town. The town manager had told the committee chairman to forgo this task due to Legion sensitivities.


After further discussion the committee decided that the remaining uncompleted tasks such as updating lot maps for Greenlawn and Woodlawn Cemeteries and creating a database from Jane Tucker's spreadsheet were not appropriate tasks for the committee.


The committee has completed five tasks:

1. updated the Wiscasset Cemetery Regulations

2. recommended enforcement procedures for the Cemetery Regulations

3. created a wall-size map of all known cemetery locations in the town

4. recommended policy on repurchase and transfer of ownership of burial lots

5. recommended a survey of Jackson Cemetery to establish a lot grid map

The meeting adjourned at 8:05pm. The next meeting will be on Monday April 6.

Respectfully submitted,

Donald Jones, chairman

