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Wiscasset Ordinance Review Committee Meeting Notes

October 12, 2009
Members Present: Doc Schilke, Jackie Lowell, Karl Olson, Larry Lomison, Jeffrey Hinderliter (Town Planner).  Absent: Jill Lorom, Pat Barnes  
1. Meeting Opens at 5:33 PM.

2. Agenda items discussed: ORC Road Trips, Future Land Use Ordinance, Amendment to Article X, Section 10 (Numbering), Amendment to Article IX, Sections 3.5, 3.13.1, 3.16
3. Other Business.  Jeffrey begins with other business.  He indicates that he would like to discuss two items with the ORC.  First, he wanted to discuss member Jill Lorom and her continued membership with the ORC.  As the other members know, she has not been at our meetings since early summer (she’s been busy with work) and a lot of work has been done on the future land use plan and there have been a few times when we did not have or was close to no quorum.  Jeffrey stated that the PB requested he sent a letter to Jill because she has not been available for their meetings, too.  In the letter, Jeffrey asked her if she would like to continue with the ORC and the PB.  As of this date, Jill has not responded so Jeffrey asks what the ORC what the next step should be.  The ORC requests that Jeffrey call her to see if she is still interested.
Second, Jeffrey says that he would like to request that the Selectmen consider the creation of a new committee/commission named the Energy Committee.  Jeffrey has heard and thought about discussion concerning what role the town government will play with the Riverbank Power proposal.  When considering this, he thought it might be a good idea to create a committee that would not only consider the Riverbank project but all types of energy related projects and issues.  The ORC discuss this and Jeffrey indicates that he hopes to have a draft of the Energy Committee bylaws within two weeks.
4. Amendment to Article X, Section 10 (Small Wind Energy Conversion Systems Ordinance).  Jeffrey states that the number references in the 10.7.10 standard under consideration do not reflect the ordinance section numbers. The ORC discusses this and authorizes the amendment to the small wind ordinance numbering.  Also, the ORC believes this amendment does not need town voter approval because it does not change any language.
Recommendation: Amend the small wind ordinance numbering as presented.
5. Amendment to Article IX, Sections 3.5, 3.13.1, 3.16 (Parking, Traffic and Vehicle Regulations).  Jeffrey stated that the Selectmen requested the ORC work on the no parking area around fire hydrants.  Jackie explained Don Jones brought the issue up to the Selectmen at a Selectmen’s meeting that the 10 foot regulated distance around fire hydrants does not reflect the reality of what the distance is in the field.  Some town officials checked the distance out and found that the reality of the distance was not always 10 feet.  Don Jones drafted some language to represent the reality and the Selectmen authorized the ORC to work on this.  Don’s language represented changes to one standard but Jeffrey found three standards where this would apply.
Recommendations: Amend sections to reflect the suggested changes prepared by Don Jones.  Make adjustments to be sure it is legally correct and it blends correctly with these standards

6. Future Land Use Ordinance Discussion.  Jeffrey indicates that he would like to discuss what Future Land Use Ordinance (FLUO) Sections should be worked on next.  He hands out three different versions of Table of Contents the ORC has worked on in the past.  As the ORC recall’s, it was Version 1 that we decided to use.  Jeffrey uses Version 1 and indicates what sections are complete, half-complete, and have not been done.  Jeffrey says that when he says complete, he means the 1st Drafts are done- but they still need more work.  Half-complete means the 1st Drafts are at least half complete.  Have not been done means little or no work has been done.  Jeffrey states approximately 50% of the FLUO 1st Draft is complete.  ORC discuss topics associated with the FLUO and the Sections that should be worked on.
Recommendations: The ORC decide to work on Section 5 (Non-Conformance Provisions) and Section 6 (Land Use District Regulations).  Also, the ORC requests that Jeffrey check the status of Section 4 (Establishment of Districts)- is the complete, half complete, not complete?
7. ORC Road Trips.  Jeffrey opens discussion about the ORC road trips.  Overall, the ORC thought the trips were helpful and will assist with the creation of the Future Land Use Ordinances.  The ORC covered approximately 125 miles around town for the purpose of looking at existing patterns of development and the natural and physical environments while considering the Future Land Use Ordinance Zoning Districts.  Jeffrey went over the trip by pointing the route on the Future Land Use Zoning Map.  He asked the ORC various questions including: how does the comprehensive plan reflect the real life, in the field environment and development patterns; what did the ORC think of the patterns of existing development; how about setbacks, building height and non-residential uses that are in primarily residential areas; think about what we observed during the trips in relation to how existing and new development and environments will work when drafting the Future Land Use Ordinances.
8. Adjourn: 6:55 PM
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